Main Street News
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE OLD ALGIERS MAIN STREET CORPORATION

Old Algiers
Main Street
Corporation
Board Slate
Announced
On December 10, the membership
of the Old Algiers Main Street
Corporation will select a new
board and officers. The election
will take place at the annual
meeting at Mardi Gras World.
On the ballot are Stephen Engro,
president; Alex Selico Dunn, vice
president; Gregg Soll, treasurer
and Karri Maggio, secretary. Atlarge nominees are Jim Amdal,
Myles Cooper, Todd Craige,
Jessica Hack, Riki Lombard,
Joyce Reed Mayfield, Sean
O’Boyle, Beryl Ragas and Paul
Schmollinger. Valerie Robinson
will serve as ex-officio.
“We have had a lot of interest
from a broad range of people who
want to serve on the board,” said
Robinson, who has served as
president for six years. “We are
excited about the new energy that
can continue to move the organization forward.”
Officers serve a one-year term,
and at-large members serve for
three years in staggered terms.
Ballots have been mailed to all
members in good standing, and
may be returned via mail or
delivered at the annual meeting. If
dues are in arrears for six months
or less, they may be paid at the
time of voting.
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Newton/Teche Area Gets Cultural
District Designation by State
The State Department of Cultural Development has designated the Newton/Teche corridor and
surrounding area as a Cultural District, as part of a move to incentivize growth of the arts and cultural
tourism throughout the state. It is one of 17 New Orleans districts and one of 29 statewide.
The Old Algiers district was selected based on the strength of its history and culture, as well as its
plethora of vacant lots and redevelopable properties that could be used both for centers for cultural
products and artist housing.
“This is an important boost,” said OAMSC President Valerie Robinson.“It adds a one more thing to
our tool kit as we look at ways of revitalizing the area.”
The advantages of the designation include state historic tax credits for rehabilitating properties in the
district – the up-to 26 percent credit is a major incentive for business owners, property owners and
entrepreneurs -- and a sales tax exemption on one-of-a-kind hand-made arts and crafts, which serves as
an incentive for shoppers to buy within a designated district.
“We hope that after some community planning, we can move forward to recruit new culturally-based
businesses and institutions,” Robinson said.“Artist co-ops, galleries, music venues, a jazz
museum…these are all in the realm of possibility.”

Assistant CRT Secretary to
Speak at Annual Meeting
Assistant Secretary of Culture, Recreation and Tourism for the State of Louisiana Scott Hutcheson will
be the guest speaker at the annual meeting of Old Algiers Main Street Corporation on December 10 at
Mardi Gras World. The event will begin at 11:30 a.m.
Hutcheson, a resident of Old Algiers, was recently named to the post after a stint directing the Cultural
Economy Foundation. Prior to that, he was the Chief Financial Officer for the Arts Council of New
Orleans. Hutcheson will brief the group on state initiatives that can benefit the Old Algiers Community,
including the Cultural Products District.
Also during the event, awards will be presented to community members who have been instrumental in
serving and/or promoting the Old Algiers area. This year’s Inspiration Award goes to Blaine Kern, who
has lived his entire life in Old Algiers and has been involved in many inspirational projects over the
years.
The Vanguard Award, which is presented to a person who has demonstrated leadership in the
community, will be awarded to Rev. Arthur Wardsworth, pastor of Second Good Hope Baptist Church
and Mt. Pilgrim Fourth Baptist Church and community volunteer.
The Algiers Brass Band, led by Ruddley Thibodeaux, will be presented with the Art & Soul Award,
which is presented to someone in the arts who has given of himself for the betterment of the
community.
Tickets to the luncheon are $30 each, or $240 for a table of eight. Frames Inc. and Algiers Economic
Development District were table sponsors at the time of printing. Reservations may be made via email
to info@oldalgiersmainstreet.com or by telephone at 504-362-8813.
Algiers Economic Development Foundation, Entergy New Orleans, Frames Inc. and MCCI were table
sponsors at the time of printing.

President’s Column
By Valerie Robinson

There always comes a time to say goodbye, and for me, that time is now. It’s been seven years since I first took over as
president of Old Algiers Main Street, at a time that the organization was nearly defunct. There had not been a quorum at a
meeting for nearly a year before so not much was happening
A completely new board took over – most of us pretty uninformed about what the organization was supposed to do and what it
might be able to accomplish. It was a blessing that Lew Bremenstuhl, a former board president, agreed to stick around as chair
of the Economic Restructuring Committee, and that David Giglio, one of the founding members, agreed to serve as treasurer.
David took over as president after my initial term ended, then resigned about half-way through his second one-year term, at
which time, as vice president, I took on the role, which was only to be a few months.
Then Hurricane Katrina hit, and just trying to find board members took several months. Election time came and went, and we
extended everyone’s term for a year. That was followed by two more years as president for me.
There are two board members who are still around from that 2001 re-initiation of the organization. Stephen Engro, who has
served as treasurer, fund-raising chair for RiverFest™ and who will be stepping into the president’s role in December, and Paul
Schmollinger, who has been secretary and all-around volunteer for just about every effort.
So many others have stepped into leadership roles in the organization. Beryl Ragas has been vice president for the past three
years. Her willingness to do whatever it takes to better the community has made my role as president much more effective.
So many of the board members have made our accomplishments possible – each has played a vital role, and I want to thank
them all for their dedication and effort.
And, I am not really going away. I will be ex-officio in 2009, and I will continue to have a role with the Cultural District and
RiverFest™.

New L.B. Landry High School
Congratulations to L.B. Landry alumni, who recently saw the fruits of their labors at the ground-breaking for the new high
school. One of the five Recovery School District's Quick-Start schools, it is expected to open next year. More than 150
attended the event to show their support for the school, which has a long list of accomplished alumni.

Happy Holidays
And finally, I wish everyone a blessed holiday season. This is my favorite time of year, and I love everything about it (except
for the weather). As everyone starts the hustle and bustle of the holidays, please take time to consider the real meaning of
Christmas, Hannukah, Kwanza or whatever you choose to celebrate.

Valerie

Calendar Of Events
Dec. 10
Old Algiers Main Street Corporation
Annual Meeting, Mardi Gras World.
Jan. 13
District 12 Planning Meeting,
O. Perry Walker High School
Dec. 27
101st Birthday Bash for Hubbell Library

To advertise in
Main Street News,
call 362-8813.
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Kay’s Montessori School andMontessori
Daycare
2975 Old Behrman Hwy.
New Orleans, (Algiers), LA 70114

Curriculum Includes:
Practical Life, Sensory,

(504) 362-2185

Math, Language,

Exceptional Quality Education Since 1973
• 18-months through Kindergarten
• Summer Camp Available
• Before and After School Care
• Hot Nutritious Breakfast & Lunch
• Afternoon Snack
• Non-Discriminatory
• Child Care Assistance

Geography, Zoology,
Botany, Social Studies,
Foreign Language,
Music, Art, Drama, and
Physical Education.

Please call for an appointment to tour our campus!

Old slides,
negatives, and
home movies
transformed
into the precious
memories
they were
meant to be.

PHOTOS RESTORED

P-HACC To Purchase
Landmark

Birthday and Anniversary
Slide Shows a specialty.
Uncover your buried treasures

504.228.1959

The Preserving Historic Algiers Community Corporation has agreed to purchase the
old Greystone building at 501 Newton Street from the Prout family. The building had
been slated for demolition by the City of New Orleans before Councilmember James
Carter came forward to assist in a “stay of execution” to allow a solution to be found.
The Greystone is an important cultural remnant from the days of a more-vibrant Old
Algiers community. Primarily an African-American nightclub, it played host to jazz
musicians as well as many early R&B performers , including Ray Charles, B.B.
King, Professor Longhair, Deacon John, Clarence “Frogman” Henry and the Neville
Brothers .
According to Kevin Herridge’s history in “Brooklyn of the South,” publication,
“The building’s musical history goes way back. Trombonist Harrison Barnes (18891960) lived here from 1919-1925. He was a pupil of Professor James Humphrey
when he lived on Magnolia Plantation. Barnes played with the Eclipse Brass Band
(1906), Henry “Red” Allen’s Brass Band (1907), Chris Kelly (until 1918), the NOLA
Band (1923), and John Robichaux (1924). He recorded with the Zenith Brass Band in
1946 and with “Kid” Thomas Valentine in 1951. John Lindsay (1891-1950) lived at
503 Newton from his birth until 1900, when his family moved to 1019 Verret around
the corner. Lindsay was one of the true giants of Jazz, and started his career in
Storyville in 1910, and played through the 1920s with John Robichaux, A. J. Piron,
and “Papa” Celestin. In 1924, he was in Chicago playing with Joe “King” Oliver,
Willie Hightower, and Carroll Dickerson. He recorded on bass and trombone with A.
J. Piron, “Jelly Roll” Morton, the Harlem Hamfats, Jimmie Noone, and Richard M.
Jones. He also toured and recorded with Louis Armstrong.
John’s brother, Herb Lindsay (1888-?), a violinist, lived here during the same period.
Like his brother, he started playing in Storyville about 1909, and a year or two later
was playing with bands that included Freddie Keppard and “King” Oliver. He played
with the Primrose Orchestra in 1912, and went to Chicago in 1917 where he
occasionally played with Lawrence Duhe. Brother Joe Lindsay played drums,
influenced by “Happy” Bolton, and led his own “Kid” Lindsay’s Jazz Band in 1916.
Joe was said to be the first to employ a young Louis Armstrong. He played with the
Dixie Jazz Band after World War I, was with Bob Lyons in 1919, and “Kid” Rena
periodically throughout the > 20s. He left New Orleans for Chicago in 1931 until his
return in 1939. The boys’ sister, Mamie, toured with the Merry Macs, being William
McBride and his wife, the former Mary Thacker, another Algerine. “
The goal for P-HACC, the community benefit corporation established as part of the
agreement with the developers of the proposed riverfront property, is to stabilize the
structure and work toward either selling it to a developer or seeking grants to
rehabilitate the property.
Courtney Kattengell
504-214-9830 cell
ckattengell@cox.net
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Cultural Kick Off

637 Opelousas Ave.
361-1334
www.algiersumc.com

Worship Service 10:15 am • All Are We l c o m e !

JOSEPH J. LORIO, JR., CPA
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

To celebrate the designation as a Cultural District, OAMSC presented music by Shades of
Praise and Algiers Brass Band on October 25. While the crowds were light, so were
spirits, as the neighborhood celebrated its past and looked forward to the future.

Income Tax Preparation - Individual and Business
Accounting Services
Payroll Tax Returns
Sales Tax Returns
Complete Business Services
Phone: 504-367-0698

Fax 504-368-8765
Email: Joeycpa@aol.com
622 Seguin Street, New Orleans, La 70114

Join the OAMSC Team!
With your support, OAMSC can continue to offer programs that benefit
the businesses and communities of Old Algiers.
For as little as $20 a year become a member today and join us as we
revitalize Old Algiers, New Orleans’ Best Kept Secret!

Maria Stambaugh
Cell 504-481-0935
3201 Gen. DeGaulle Dr., Suite 100, N.O., LA 70114

Realtor office: 504-361-8055
E-mail: marstam64@aol.com

Member Benefits:

For all your Real Estate needs,
including rentals.

• Programs and services to enhance business and the community
Home • Auto
Business • Flood

• Quarterly newsletter with useful info and articles of interest to the
community
• Access to resources that help you enhance the business climate in your
neighborhood
• Invitations to special events and annual membership meeting
• A voice in the decisions that affect all of Old Algiers

PAT LEBOEUF INSURANCE, INC.
Servi ce for over 119 years
601 Seguin St.
New Orleans, LA 70114

(504) 361-4600
Fax (504) 348-9700

• An opportunity to serve on committees and task forces
Send this form with your check to:
OAMSC, P.O. Box 740181, NOLA 70174
Name________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________
Phone_______________________________________________________
E-mail_______________________________________________________
Enclosed:

$20

$30 (business)

$50

* Business membership of $100 includes ad for one year.
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$100*

Other______

Special Thanks to Our Donors
Carol Edgar-Lang
Old Point Bar
Carol S. Calvo
Lt. Col. (RET.) Arthur J. Foundas
and Barbara F.D. Foundas

&

FAC E S
P LACES IN OLD ALG I E R S
Editor’s Note: This is a series of stories about businesses in Old Algiers. If you would like to be
featured, please call 362-8813 or email info@oldalgiersmainstreet.com.

Mission Statement
To bring about the revitalization of
Old Algiers’ commercial properties and corridors
through the activities of historic preservation,
commercial property/corridor rehabilitation
and stabilization;
To serve as a coordinating resource
for new and existing businesses;
To serve the community in encouraging
and coordinating maintenance and
improvements in commercial properties,
public space and infrastructure.

Board of Directors
Valerie Robinso n, President
Beryl Ragas, Vice President
Karri Maggio, Secretary
Stephen Engro, Treasurer

At-Large Members
Jim Amdal
Myl es Coope r
Alex Selico Dunn
Jess ica Hack
Paul Schmollinger
Jill Marshall
Joyce Reed Mayfield
Gregg Soll
Christophe Szapary
The Old Algiers Main Street Corporation
Post Office Box 740181
New Orleans, LA 70174-0181
Phone (504) 362-8813
www.oldalgiersmainstreet.com

Important Phone Numbers
Mayor’s Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .658-4900
City Council District C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .658-1030
Safety and Permits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .658-7100
Fire Department . . . . . . . . . . . .911 for emergencies

Tout de Suite Café
347 Verret Street
New Orleans, LA 70114

Neighborhood Café
Offers ‘Down-Home’
Comfort
Just a few weeks after Katrina
ripped through the city in 2005, Old
Algiers residents were drinking
coffee at Tout de Suite Café,
compliments of owner Jill Marshall.
Tout de Suite soon became the
unofficial town hall for those who
Employees Huong Pham, James Knipmeyer and Kim
were back…a place to see your
Randall with owner Jill Marshall, center.
neighbors, grab a meal or just relax
from the tribulations of dealing with
the aftermath of the storm. With everyone starved for a fine food experience (few restaurants
were open), Jill brought in a chef who prepared evening meals that sold out almost as fast as they
were announced.
After Gustav, she (along with the rest of us) was luckier. She had electricity the next morning,
and all those who refused to evacuate enjoyed fresh coffee and a piping hot breakfast as Jill
rushed to fill the orders. Tout de Suite served the same purpose as after Katrina; people needed a
place of respite, and Jill’s friendly, funky coffee shop and café fit the bill.
Jill’s philosophy is “to have my place feel less like a business and more like a home,” which is a
perfect match for the laid-back atmosphere of Old Algiers. While food specialties include
espresso, specialty teas, Cajun and Creole breakfasts, paninis and fresh salads, the real specialty is
“down-home” comfort.
When asked what she would like to see happen in Old Algiers, Jill says “just what’s happening
now! “We have a blossoming of young families and old friends. I have formed many friendships,
especially with my older customers who regale me with stories of an Algiers of long-ago.

Call 362-8813 to advertise
in Main Street News.
Thanks to all of our advertisers, and welcome to new
advertisers: Argenta Photography and Lloyd Dennis
Photography

other calls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .483-2550
Police Department . . . . . . . . . . .911 for emergencies
other calls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .821-2222
Fifth District Assessor’s Office . . . . . . . . .368-7642
Parks & Parkways . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .286-2100
Clerk of Second City Court . . . . . . . . . . . .368-4245
Constable of Second City Court . . . . . . . . .368-1101
Judge of Second City Court . . . . . . . . . . . .368-4099
Registrar of Voters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .368-4516
Algiers Charter Schools Association . . . . .393-0926

5

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
New Orleans, LA
Permit No. 242

P.O. Box 740181
New Orleans, LA 70174

Officials Break Ground on Federal City
On September 30, federal, state and local officials gathered to break ground on the Federal City
project at the NSA facility, which is being redesigned as a command center for the Armed Forces
and will provide space for military-related businesses. A portion of the current NSA site will be
redeveloped as a public mixed-use area.

Rep. Jeff Arnold speaks at Federal
City groundbreaking

Dignitaries line up to break ground for Federal City
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