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Old Algiers RiverFest™ Expands
Opportunity for Fun!
Put on your boogie shoes and get ready for Old Algiers RiverFest™ 2008! Set for April 5-6, the
two-day event will be full of music, food, arts &crafts and more.
This year, the festival will be preceded by a symposium titled Rollin’ on the River. To be held at Mt.
Pilgrim Baptist Church, it will focus on the history of jazz and the river’s role in transporting the
original music to the world. Norman Robinson, WDSU anchor, will moderate the session, which will
be held from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, April 5. A brief bus tour will follow, after which
participants will be dropped off at the festival site. Panelists include Ellis Marsalis, patriarch of the
musical Marsalis family and scholar; Tom Morgan, host of WWOZ’s Jazz Roots program; Jack
Stewart, PhD, musician and historian; Kevin Herridge, historian and author of the Brooklyn of the
South jazz tour, and Patricia Gay, executive director of the Preservation Resource Center.
This event is free, but reservations are required. Call 362-8813 or email info@oldalgiersmainstreet.com to reserve a space.
The Mohawk Hunters will again kick off the festival with
a parade from the Algiers Ferry Terminal to the festival site in front of the historic
Algiers Courthouse. The George French Band featuring Germaine Bazzle,
will perform beginning at 12:30 p.m., followed by the Algiers Brass Band,
more of the Mohawk Hunters and finally, Panorama Jazz Band.
Sunday’s line up has a slightly different flavor, with some contemporary
bands including The Kevin O’Day Band, Kirk Joseph & the
Backyard Groove and the legendary Walter “Wolfman”
Washington. Shades of Praise will also perform on Sunday, and as
always, Dr. Michael White’s Liberty Jazz Band will close out the
festival.
Also new this year are the jazz-inspired services at area churches on Sunday morning. To date, Algiers
United Methodist Church, All Saints Catholic Church, and Greater Providence Baptist Church
have indicated they will participate.
The official Old Algiers RiverFest™ poster, by acclaimed artist Terrance Osborne, is a colorful and
inspirational illustration of the early days of jazz in Old Algiers. It will be unveiled at the Preview
Party, set for March 28 at the Courthouse Carriage House. This event will feature food and music
from some of our festival participants, as well as an expanded silent auction featuring some festival
vendors, and other items from donors. Tickets are available for $50 per person, which includes food and
drink and entertainment by the Richard Scott & Friends. Call 362-8813 for tickets or more information.
Artist Terrance Osborne

Check the Web site at www.oldalgiersmainstreet.com for regularly updated information or to join
our email list.

Classroom Component Added to RiverFest™ Programming
Soon, students across Algiers and across the city will know more about
jazz, and particularly the history of jazz in Old Algiers, thanks to the
educational component of Old Algiers RiverFest™. The lesson plans,
which feature stories, history, puzzles and suggestions for enrichment
activities, are geared to students in elementary, middle and high schools.

Although the lesson plans are available to anyone via download from
the Web site, OAMSC is working specifically with 35 Recovery District
schools and the 11 Algiers Charter Schools. To enhance the program,
OAMSC, with support from the Renew Our Music Foundation/New
Orleans Musician’s Clinic, will provide musicians to visit the
classrooms.

President’s Column
By Valerie Robinson
2008 Starts Off With A Bang!

If we don’t, it’s just going to be a loud clunk!”

What a relief to get Christmas, Hanukkah,
Kwaanza, Twelfth Night, Mardi Gras, Super
Bowl and now NBA All Star game behind us!
While we have all been affected by these
events, Old Algiers Main Street Corporation
board members and committee members have
been really taxed with the activities going on
in Old Algiers.

Hubbell Library Hits Century Mark
Congratulations to the Cita Hubbell Library,
which celebrated 100 years in December. The
library is an important part of the community,
and we hope there will be resources to
maintain it and improve it as the city plans for
the future. With children’s activities, visiting
authors and a real sense of history, it’s a
treasure that we need to embrace.

The Riverview Planning Initiative, Arts and
Culture District proposal, Federal City,
Landry School, Newton Street Now! planning
with an international group, work with the
State of Louisiana toward National Historic
District status for part of Riverview, a new
Litter Abatement program soon to be
announced, and last, but certainly not least,
Old Algiers RiverFest™ in its new expanded
mode are all moving forward simultaneously.
It takes a lot of energy to keep up with this
group! If you would like to join us, call me at
421-6692 or email the office at
info@oldalgiersmainstreet.com. We can
definitely put you to work!
Federal City Update
At the January Algiers Economic
Development Foundation luncheon, Gen.
David Mize presented an update on the
Federal City plan, touting community input.
However, former Mayor Sidney Barthelemy,
who now works for HRI, one of the master
developers for the project along with Andres
Duany of Seaside fame, said that there had
been no public meetings.
So, OAMSC invited Gen. Mize and HRI to
talk to the Old Algiers community and to
listen to plans that are already underway in
the historic area. At a February 11 meeting,
they explained that most of the site will be
open to the public, and they plan to create a
mixed-used neighborhood on the site with up
to 1000 housing units and retail and office
space over a 15 year period. Old Algiers
doesn’t need a new neighborhood; it needs
investment in the existing neighborhoods!
There are enough vacant parcels and blighted
properties to house many of the 10,000
employees being projected, and to create
businesses with essential services and
products that fit into the character of the
neighborhood.
We appreciate finally being allowed to
provide input, and we hope that the
developers heard what the community said.
As Pastor Arthur Wardsworth said, “We want
to work in concert and create beautiful music.
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RiverFest™ Sponsors,
Volunteers Make it Possible
Without our generous sponsors, Old Algiers
RiverFest™ simply would not be possible. It
takes a lot of financial resources to produce
the event, as we pay all performers and
production contractors. We feel it is important
to support this segment of the economy,
which suffered greatly post-Katrina. Thanks to
the generosity of our sponsors, we are able to
continue the festival each spring. This year,
we have the support of Louisiana Cultural
Economy and Renew Our Music Foundation,
which is helping fund the musicians who will
be visiting the schools. Other sponsors include
Frames Inc., which signed on the first year
and never wavered as a supporter, along with
Fifth District Savings & Loan, Councilmember James Carter, Sen. David Heitmeier,
Capitol One and Artie’s Printing.
We expect several more of our previous
sponsors to sign on again this year. If you or
your company is interested in sponsorship,
call 362-8813 for a sponsorship packet, which
may include an official poster, an ad in the
festival program, tickets to the Preview Party,
backstage hospitality passes at the festival,
onsite promotional opportunities and more,
depending on your level of sponsorship.
And we need volunteers. Get your Scout
troop, sorority, church group or neighbors to
join us. A sign-up sheet is available at Tout de
Suite Café at 347 Verret Street or call
361-8813.
New Advertising Opportunity
Also this year, we are offering advertising
opportunities for all businesses. Beginning at
$100, it’s an opportunity to get your name out
in front of new audiences. The programs will
be distributed up to two weeks prior to the
festival for added exposure. The deadline for
inclusion is February 22, so if you are
interested, you must act fast! Call David
Giglio at 393-8383 for more information.
Speaking of advertisers, I offer a special
thanks to those who choose Main Street News

as an option. We appreciate the support of all
of our advertisers, many of whom have been
on board for 10 years. Our newsletter is
mailed to almost 1000 households and
businesses, and another 500 are distributed
around Algiers. For $100 for one year, which
includes membership, your ad will run in each
quarterly edition for one year. The cost per
issue is $30. Call 362-8813 or email
info@oldalgiersmainstreet.com for more
information or to reserve your space in the
next issue, to be published in May.
Congrats to L.B. Landry Supporters
Congratulations to all of those who worked on
the L.B. Landry application that got it placed
in the Quick Start program. I know it was a
dedicated effort of alumni and friends who
wanted to see the once-prestigious high school
back in the business of turning out students
ready for college or specialized training.
Many alumni have gone on to great success in
both business and the arts, particularly music.
Landry’s music program was well-respected
up until Katrina shuttered it for good.
It’s also important to preserve the school
because it honors a prominent AfricanAmerican physician, musician and philanthropist in the community, Dr. Lord
Beaconsfield Landry. It’s well worth all the
work and the long wait, because Old Algiers
will get to boast about a top-notch high
school, to match the top-rated Behrman
Elementary School. Again, congratulations
and thanks to everyone who worked on the
proposal.
Riverview Plan Nears Completion
In another planning process, this one for
Algiers Riverview, the public has attended
several meetings that have directed this
process that is designed to revitalize the area
through rehabilitation of blighted properties
and new construction of compatible housing
styles on vacant properties, of which there are
many. This work is being performed by Asset
Property Development (APD) of Jacksonville,
Florida. It is being coordinated with an
ongoing project that OAMSC is managing
with Indiana University/Purdue University
Institute and the Global Design Studio, with
components in Indonesia and in Canada. All
are working on various aspects of a plan for
Newton Street.
The Riverview plan is scheduled to be rolled
out in March, once financing is finalized for a
pilot project. Look for more information about
this and the Newton Street development.

P-HACC Holds Open House,
Announces Grants
To advertise in
Main Street News, call 362-8813.

The Preserving Historic Algiers Community Corporation (P-HACC) opened the doors
to the its home at 914 Brooklyn Avenue on January 19. The property, formerly owned
by Barry Kern, was donated to the organization, which was created to administer funds
from the Algiers Crossing riverfront development community benefits agreement.
P-HACC has partnered with New Orleans Affordable Homeownership, Inc. (NOAH)
to provide grants of $15,000 each to four homeowners in 2008. NOAH is developing a
pilot program for Old Algiers, in which it will concentrate resources in the community.
NOAH provides grants up to $10,000 for work on owner-occupied homes. P-HACC
will supplement each grant with $5000. The money comes from the advance funding
from ISG/Karlton, the Algiers Crossing developers. If the project is constructed, PHACC will receive $350 per unit, with the stipulation that it be spent on residential
and commercial rehabilitation in the affected area.
In this round of funding, priority will be given to elderly and disabled homeowners in
the program area from Brooklyn Street to Verret Street and from Mardi Gras
Boulevard to Opelousas Avenue. Applicants must meet the requirements established by
NOAH.
For more information about applying, pick up a fact sheet at the OAMSC office at 519
Newton Street (open Tuesday and Wednesday) or call Beryl Ragas at 495-1142.

Annual Meeting Honors Those Who Serve
Musician and Cultural Ambassador Irvin Mayfield’s
discussion of his days in Old Algiers, learning his craft
by sitting in with the Algiers Brass Band, was the
highlight of the OAMSC Annual Meeting and Election
of Officers in December, 2007; however, the
announcement of three awards was also met with cheers.
OAMSC presented the Vanguard Award to Joe Jaeger,
developer and contractor, who has provided many
resources to the Old Algiers community through the
Jaeger Foundation. The Art and Soul Award was
presented to Clarence “Frogman” Henry for his
willingness to give back to the community, and Joe and “Frogman” Henry
Lucianne Carmichael were honored with the Inspiration
Award. The Carmichaels, and A Studio in the Woods, were instrumental in providing
the impetus for Old Algiers RiverFest™ when they presented a public concert with Dr.
Michael White in 2003.
Officers and board were also elected at the
luncheon held at Mardi Gras World. Officers for
2008 are Valerie Robinson, president; Beryl Ragas,
vice president; Karri Maggio, secretary and
Stephen Engro, treasurer. At-large members include
Jim Amdal, Myles Cooper, Alex Selico Dunn,
Jessica Hack, Jill Marshall, Joyce Mayfield, Paul
Schmollinger, Greg Soll and Christophe Szapary.

Joe and Lucianne Carmichael

Landry Presidents to Meet
Courtney Kattengell
504-214-9830 cell
ckattengell@cox.net

The Friends of L.B. Landry Alumni organization is inviting each class president to a
meeting to discuss a commemorative pre-Homecoming extravaganza for 2008. Class
presidents who would lke to be a part of this event should contact
friendsoflblandry@yahoo.com or call Willian (Hungry) Jones at 504-228-5756 or
Joyce Bryant at 504-679-7300. Leave your name, phone number, email address and
the graduating class you are representing.
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L.B. Landry To Open in 2009
Demolition began on L.B. Landry High School in January with plans for
reconstruction to be complete by the start of the 2009-2010 school year. The high
school was among five in the Recovery School District’s Quick Start program.
Since Katrina, alumni and supporters have worked toward the reopening of the
school, which is a part of the rich history of Old Algiers. Councilmember James
Carter and the At-Large Councilmembers called upon a group of Algerines to
prepare the application for the Quick Start program, which received the highest
score of any submitted proposal.

Ferry Study Underway
The Regional Planning Commission has undertaken a study of ferry traffic in order to make a recommendation to the Louisiana Department of
Transportation and Development regarding the Algiers-Canal Ferry, the Gretna-Jackson Avenue Ferry and the Chalmette Ferry.
While funds were provided to return the Algiers-Canal Ferry to its pre-Katrina hours of operation, they are only authorized for one year, so no longterm decisions have been made. Approximately 1,100 on-board surveys were collected, and stakeholder meetings will be held in the coming months
to share information and gather input.

Join the OAMSC Team!
With your support, OAMSC can continue to offer programs
that benefit the businesses and communities of Old Algiers.
For as little as $20 a year become a member today and join us
as we revitalize Old Algiers, New Orleans’ Best Kept Secret!
Member Benefits:
• Programs and services to enhance business and the
community
• Quarterly newsletter with useful info and articles of interest
to the community
• Access to resources that help you enhance the business
climate in your neighborhood
• Invitations to special events and annual membership meeting
• A voice to participate in the decisions that affect all of Old
Algiers

Maria Stambaugh
Cell 504-481-0935
3201 Gen. DeGaulle Dr., Suite 100, N.O., LA 70114

Realtor office: 504-361-8055
E-mail: marstam64@aol.com

For all your Real Estate needs,
including rentals.

Home • Auto
Business • Flood

PAT LEBOEUF INSURANCE, INC.

Send this form with your check to:
OAMSC, P.O. Box 740181, NOLA 70174

Service for over 119 years

Name__________________________________________________________

601 Seguin St.
New Orleans, LA 70114

(504) 361-4600
Fax (504) 348-9700

Address________________________________________________________
Phone__________________________________________________________
E-mail__________________________________________________________
Enclosed:

$20

$30 (business)

$50

$100*

* Business membership of $100 includes ad for one year.
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Other______

JOSEPH J. LORIO, JR., CPA
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Income Tax Preparation - Individual and Business
Accounting Services
Payroll Tax Returns
Sales Tax Returns
Complete Business Services
Phone: 504-367-0698

Fax 504-368-8765
Email: Joeycpa@aol.com
622 Seguin Street, New Orleans, La 70114

&

FAC E S

P LACES ON NEW TO N

Editor’s Note: This is a series of stories about businesses along/near the Newton Corridor. If you
would like to be featured, please call 362-8813 or email info@oldalgiersmainstreet.com.

Jugs Social Club Ready to Expand Focus
Mission Statement
To bring about the revitalization of
Old Algiers’ commercial properties and corridors
through the activities of historic preservation,
commercial property/corridor rehabilitation
and stabilization;
To serve as a coordinating resource
for new and existing businesses;
To serve the community in encouraging
and coordinating maintenance and
improvements in commercial properties,
public space and infrastructure.

Board of Directors
Valerie Robinson, President
Beryl Ragas, Vice President
Karri Maggio, Secretary
Stephen Engro, Treasurer

At-Large Members
Jim Amdal
Myles Cooper
Alex Selico Dunn
Jessica Hack
Paul Schmollinger
Jill Marshall
Joyce Reed Mayfield
Gregg Soll
Christophe Szapary
The Old Algiers Main Street Corporation
Post Office Box 740181
New Orleans, LA 70174-0181
Phone (504) 362-8813
www.oldalgiersmainstreet.com

Important Phone Numbers
Mayor’s Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .658-4900
City Council District C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .658-1030
Safety and Permits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .658-7100
Fire Department . . . . . . . . . . . .911 for emergencies
other calls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .483-2550
Police Department . . . . . . . . . . .911 for emergencies
other calls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .821-2222
Fifth District Assessor’s Office . . . . . . . . .368-7642
Parks & Parkways . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .286-2100
Clerk of Second City Court . . . . . . . . . . . .368-4245
Constable of Second City Court . . . . . . . . .368-1101
Judge of Second City Court . . . . . . . . . . . .368-4099

Jugs Social Club has seen plenty of young men come through the ranks of the organization since
its inception in 1953. And now the leadership is ready to take on a brand new venture…beyond
sponsorship of the NOMTOC (New Orleans Most Talked Of Club) parade, the fellowship and
outreach to young people in the community.
In 2008, Jugs will break ground on a new building across the street from the current headquarters
at 1905 Newton Street. The facility will house a computer lab for neighborhood youth and a stateof-the-art reception hall designed to bring more hospitality enterprises into the community.
The facility will be able to handle both large and small events, such as weddings, showers,
meetings and banquets.
“We are a non-profit social organization, and we are committed to Algiers,” said President Warren
Green. Part of that commitment is the annual NOMTOC parade the Saturday before Mardi Gras.
This year’s 26-float parade followed a meandering route that included General Meyer Avenue,
Mardi Gras Boulevard and Franklin Avenue in a day-long event that has spawned many homestyle barbecues, parties and second lines. This year’s king was Lumas Jerome Rose, who was
crowned during a coronation ball for 1800 people at the Morial Convention Center.
Another element of Jugs’ commitment is their support of education. They provide academic
scholarships, and this year, two of O. Perry Walker’s top students rode in the NOMTOC parade.
“We want to see a better community, a
safer community,” Green said, adding
that Jugs is willing to do its part. “Our
most rewarding experience is seeing our
high school kids succeed. Beyond that,
we just want to bring some merriment to
Old Algiers!”

Registrar of Voters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .368-4516
Algiers Charter Schools Association . . . . .393-0926
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P.O. Box 740181
New Orleans, LA 70174

Old Algiers Main Street Corporation Board of Directors Meeting Minutes - November 14, 2007
Present: Jim Amdal, Stephen Engro, Jessica Hack, Beryl Ragas, Gregg Soll, Valerie Robinson
Secretary Paul Schmollinger was absent, so there were no September minutes. October minutes were reviewed and accepted, with
one revision (changing 2007 to 2008 for the date of Old Algiers RiverFest™). Jim Amdal moved, and Stephen Engro seconded the
motion. The vote was unanimous.
The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Stephen Engro and accepted after a motion by Beryl Ragas and a second by Jessica Hack.
Valerie Robinson gave the president’s report:
• The annual meeting is scheduled for Dec. 6. A deposit was paid to Mardi Gras World, and the invitations have gone to the
printer.
• There were not details of the video conference on November 29 yet, although Colleen was working on getting the technical
specifications to determine that the Delgado site will work.
• Old Algiers RiverFest™ is coming together well. Valerie asked for some volunteer support for the symposium and the school
outreach program.
• Valerie said that the state historic preservation office had contacted OAMSC about assessing Riverview for possible inclusion
in the existing, or creating a new, National Historic District. They must have a “letter of invitation” from a local official.
James Carter’s office will not likely provide it, so other options are being explored.
The board agreed to provide $20,000 of the $25,000 it will receive from the state appropriate for the work that needs to be done
at the Pride of Algiers Masonic Lodge 102. The rehabilitation of this historic site will hopefully spur further development.
The board made a bylaws change based upon discussion at the previous board meeting, allowing for officers to serve up to three
one-year terms so that it would be in keeping with the regular member terms. Jim Amdal made the motion, which was seconded
by Jessica. It was unanimously approved.
Stephen presented the board nominations and slate of officers for 2008. Jim moved to approve, with Jessica seconding the
motion. It was unanimously approved.
Committee Reports
• Membership – No report.
• Economic Development - Gregg Soll reported that there had been an initial meeting of the ad hoc committee working with
the City Planning Commission on the Arts and Culture District Overlay. The group reviewed the recently passed Freret Street
model, and will make a few revisions to restrict certain activities, after which it will be presented to the CPC, which will
approach Councilmember Carter to call a public meeting for feedback. Gregg said he would send the information on Freret
Street to all members of the board.
• Design – Jessica Hack said she had received an application from Brian Washington, and she needed to meet with him to
explain how the program works.
• Promotion – Valerie said there would be promotion surrounding the annual meeting. It has already been sent to West Bank
Bureau and to City Business and Gambit. The invitation will be sent via mail and email, and the information will also be sent
out via list-serves.
The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

A special thanks to
the following donors:

Adrienne Hartsock
Blaine Kern
Stephen & Kristin
Engro
Hon. Tom Arnold

