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Tickets Available for Community Crawfish Boil
You will definitely get your fill of crawfish – and more -- at the first annual Old Algiers Crawfish Boil on 
Saturday, May 7, 1 p.m.-5 p.m., at 922 Teche Street/corner of Newton Street. The event is presented by Old 
Algiers Main Street Corporation and the Pride of Algiers Masonic Temple Booster Club, both non-profit 
organizations.

Advance tickets are now available from members of either organization for $25 for adults ($30 at the gate). 
The “all-you-can eat” price includes crawfish, potatoes, corn and sausage. Tickets for youths under 18 years-
old are $15, and there is no charge for children under six years-old. 

A DJ will provide entertainment throughout the event. Bring your own chair for comfort!

Crawfish box sponsors are still being sought. Current sponsors include Hamp’s Construction and Pro Paint.  For sponsorship and 
ticket information, contact Joseph Evans, 504-812-0193 or Karri Maggio, 504-908-8476.

In addition to Evans and Maggio, the joint committee includes Valerie Miller, Beryl Ragas, Delores Becnel and Alex Selico Dunn 
from OAMSC and Jason Hill, Kenneth Brown Sr., John Jackson, Sundiata Hall, Derron Walker and Jack Davis from the Pride of 
Algiers Boosters.
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OAMSC to Join with Harmony 
for Development Plan
Harmony Neighborhood Development, which has been a successful 
partner in the redevelopment of properties in Central City, will soon 
be assisting Old Algiers Main Street Corporation in research that will 
be helpful to investors, developers and entrepreneurs interested in 
appropriate redevelopment of properties in the OAMSC program area.

“We know there is interest in redeveloping the area. This project will 
help the community have a voice in how the community looks in the 
future,” said President Karri Maggio.

While a formal agreement has not been finalized, the project is expected 
to take approximately three months r to complete.

OAMSC Elects 2016 Board
Karri Maggio has been elected president of Old 
Algiers Main Street Corporation for 2016. Other 
officers are Beryl Ragas, vice president; Valerie 
Miller, secretary and Lourdes Moran, treasurer. 
As immediate  past president, Valerie Robinson 
serves as ex-officio.

Other board members are Delores Becnel, Alex 
Selico Dunn Sr., Alex S. Dunn Jr., Joseph Evans, 
Linetta Gilbert, Eric Johnson, Alex Kriksciun, 
Skip Stander and Mario Washington.

Ferry Service Hours Expanded
In February, the Regional Transit Authority 
began running the Algiers-Canal Street Ferry 
longer hours. The hours are in effect until 
December 31, 2016, when the service will be 
evaluated.
The boat leaves Algiers at the following times:
Monday-Thursday every half-hour from 6 a.m. 
to 9:30 p.m.
Friday – 6 a.m.-10:30 p.m.
Saturday – 10:30 a.m.-11:30 p.m.
Sunday – 10:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m.
The fare is $2 each way for passengers, $1, seniors 
and free for children under 2 years-old. Visit 
nolaferries.com for additional information.

New Development Approved by CPC
The 1100 Patterson project recently got the green light from the City 
Planning Commission to subdivide vacant property on Patterson Street 
between Thayer and Atlantic streets in order to create 40 single-family 
homes and space for local businesses on the corners.

Bertel Construction, the developer, spent several months interacting 
with the community regarding its plan and changed the density of the 
development based on feedback. They expect to begin construction of 
Phase 1 this spring.

According to the project Web site www.1100patterson.com, the custom-
designed homes will be architecturally appropriate with hand-crafted 
historical features reflective of the surrounding community.



ADD Board Elects  
Troy Carter
Newly elected Sen. Troy Carter has taken 
over as president of the Algiers Development 
District, a special taxing district that was 
established to oversee the funds generated by 
the Tax Increment Financing (TIF) established 
as part of the Algiers Walmart development.

In recent years ADD, which is composed of state and local elected 
officials with jurisdiction in Algiers (or their representatives), has 
overseen the proposed Federal City redevelopment on the former 
U.S. Naval Support Activity site.  A new master developer for the site, 
which is expected to include government, commercial and residential 
development, was selected in 2015.
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Common Ground Health Clinic is a  
nationally recognized patient-centered medical home, 

located in a historic Old Algiers.
1400 Teche Street, New Orleans, LA 70114 | 504-361-9800

www.commongroundclinic.org

Sponsored by 
Westbank United Seventh- day Adventist Church

Pastor David Hinds, Ph.D.
2401 General Meyer Avenue

(504) 366-7700

Adventist Community  
Services Center, Inc.

Emergency food and clothing, exercise classes,  
CPR training, literacy program and creative play classes

1240 Patterson Street, New Orleans, LA 70114
504-227-7000

www. Crescent Towing.com

Algiers Welcome Table  
Project Underway
When the Algiers Circle of the Welcome Table 
gathered for the first time, the members were 
not really sure what to expect from the racial 
reconciliation program. Eighteen months later the 
core group has become friends with each other and 
other circles, and it is in the process of completing a 
project that will include oral histories by community 
elders to be archived in the Algiers Regional Library, 
and a public art exhibit that depicts Algiers’ racial 
history.

Artist and Algerine Brandan “B Mike” Odums is 
currently working with high school students to 
document the stories of Algiers residents who lived 
through the 1940s-1960s racial unrest. From those 
interviews, the students will interpret the stories 
to create murals that will be placed on Mardi Gras 
Boulevard in the Old Algiers community. 

The Welcome Table is a City of New Orleans 
program that operates under the auspices of the 
Winter Institute for Racial Reconciliation. The 
art project is funded by a grant to the City of New 
Orleans from the Kellogg Foundation. The art 
installation is expected to be complete in the fall.

914 Brooklyn Street
New Orleans, LA  70114

504-362-3737 fax; 504-421-6692 cell
robinsonetal@gmail.com

Valerie Robinson



Katy Hobgood Ray moved to New 
Orleans from Shreveport in 2003, but 
she really started to find her groove after 
moving to Old Algiers in 2007.  Today, 
she works with Confetti Park Players, 
an all-ages children’s choir she formed a 
few years ago. The group’s first CD was 
recently presented with a Parent’s Choice 
Award.

“I’ve always been active in music, writing 
and performing folk, country and jazz,” 
explained Katy, who holds a Master of 
Arts degree in musicology from Tulane 
University and has hosted radio shows 
since her college days.

“I started writing kids’ songs when my 
son, Louis, was born in 2011,“ she said. 
“I got involved with Confetti Kids (an 
organization that supports children’s 
activities in the area) after I became a 
mom, and started doing music circles 
in Confetti Park. After a while, these 
became more formal, and we started 
calling it a choir.”

The first 
performance of 
the Confetti Park 
Players was at 
Charles Gillam’s 
Folk Art Fest in 
October 2014.  The 
group meets weekly 
to sing, make 
rhythms, learn 
traditional New 
Orleans songs, and 
practice the craft 
of songwriting. 
Katy described 
the songs as “a 

mixture of fun and whimsical originals 
by contemporary Louisiana songwriters, 
classic folk songs, nursery rhymes, jump 
rope jingles, fairy tales, and natural lore.”

A CD that came out in November 2015 
called “We’re Going to Confetti Park!” 
with songs about pirates, frogs, sno-
balls, and Candy Land balls, featured 
a star-studded lineup of New Orleans 
musicians, including Johnny Vidacovich, 
Jon-Erik Kellso, Evan Christopher, Matt 
Perrine, Patti Adams, Beth Patterson, 
Tom McDermott, Roger Lewis, David 
Rosser, Brian Coogan, Tim Robertson, 
and others.  Old Algiers folk artist 
Charles Gillam created the cover art for 
the CD.

 Momentum for the choir is growing, 
Katy said. The kids have recorded some 
music videos and special sessions with 
AJ Loria and Ginger and the Bee, and 
the group will be appearing at Jazz Fest 
for the first time on Saturday, April 23 at 
12:40 pm at the Kids Tent. 

Culture Corner   Katy Ray Engages Kids with Confetti Park Players  

Hamp’s Construction, LLC
Specializing in Demolition & Hauling  

Building & Renovation Work
Municipal & Public Works

1319 Newton Street  |  (504) 367-1400
www.HampsConstruction LLC.com

Paint Pro Depot 
Painting Supplies & Services

3120 Paris Ave
New Orleans, LA  70119

504-940-1375

Some of the musicians playing on the Confetti Park Players’ CD include (L-R) 
singer Katy Hobgood Ray, trumpeter Chuck Bee, saxophonists Roger Lewis and 
John Doheny, and drummer Johnny Vidacovich.

The Confetti Park Players collaborated with the 
Nola Pyrates Society for a music video for the song 
"Watch Out for the Pirates.” The shoot took place in 
the French Quarter during NOLA Pyrate Week.

Other upcoming events include the 
following:

May 22, 2016 – 10:45 a.m. – The 
Confetti Park Players will perform at 
Algiers United Methodist Church, 637 
Opelousas Ave.

June 11, 2016 –  12:30-2:00 p.m. – Katy 
Hobgood Ray & the Confetti Park 
Players at the Creole Tomato Fest! 
French Market. (Kids Stage will be 
located at the U.S. Mint, on the front 
lawn, Esplanade side)

Parents may contact Katy at 
confettiparkplayers@gmail.com 
or connect with her on Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter, at @
confettipark. Or visit the website at 
http://confettipark.com.



Old Algiers Main Street Corporation 
is dedicated to the revitalization of 
the historically commercial corridors 
of Old Algiers. 

2016 Board of Directors
Karri Maggio 
President
Beryl Ragas 
Vice President
Lourdes Moran  
Treasurer 
Valerie Miller 
Secretary
Valerie Robinson 
Ex-Officio

At-Large
Delores Becnel
Alex Selico Dunn
Alex S. Dunn Jr.
Joseph Evans
Linetta Gilbert
Eric Johnson
Alex Kriksciun
Skip Stander
Mario Washington

P.O. Box 740181
New Orleans, LA  70174

504-362-0708
www.oldalgiersmainstreet.org

What’s Happening
April 21 – PDR at 323 Pop Up Restaurant. Five course 
tasting or gourmet a la carte menu. 5 p.m.-10 p.m., 323 
Verret Street. Details about this and future pop ups at 
Facebook.com/323 events. 

May 7 – Old Algiers “all you can eat” Crawfish Boil,  
1 p.m.-5 p.m. Ticket information at 812-0193. 

May 7 –Krewe de Pink presents the Pink Bra Run,  
10 a.m., start on the Algiers Point Levee at the Old Point 
Bar, 545 Patterson St. Proceeds benefit Tulane Cancer 
Center and Breast Cancer Research. Registration begins 
at 8 a.m., $25 in advance; $30 race day.

Every second Tuesday – Algiers Riverview 
Association meeting, 7 p.m., L.B. Landry High School. 

Every third Tuesday – Author Night at Hubbell 
Library, 715 Pelican Ave. Follow Facebook/Hubbell 
Library.

Every third Saturday – Algiers Historical Society 
meeting, 10 a.m., Algiers Regional Library.

Every Friday – Fridays on the Point featuring weekly 
specials at local bars and restaurants to encourage 
residents and visitors on the East Bank to ride the ferry. 
Facebook info @Fridays on the Point.

Join the OAMSC Team!
With your support, OAMSC can continue to offer programs that benefit 
the businesses and communities of Old Algiers. For as little as $25 a year 
become a member today and join us as we revitalize Old Algiers! 

Member Benefits:
• Programs and services to enhance business and the community
• Quarterly newsletter with info and articles of interest to the community
• Access to resources that help you enhance the business climate in your 

neighborhood
• Invitations to special events and annual membership meeting
• A voice in the decisions that affect all of Old Algiers
• An opportunity to serve on committees and task forces

Send this form with your check to:  
OAMSC, P.O. Box 740181, NOLA 70174

Name_______________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________

Phone_______________________________________________

E-mail______________________________________________

Enclosed: $25 individual     $35 family      $50 business
 $100 business with newsletter ad
Old Algiers Main Street is a 501c3 organization. Membership donations are  
tax-deductible to the extent the law provides.


