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Riverfront
Developers Seek
Modifications
ISG/Karlton, the developers of Algiers
Crossing on the site of Mardi Gras
World, returned to the City Planning
Commission to change two provisos
that were agreed to in 2006. Mike
Ambrosio, the principal of the
company, presented the request to
make Slidell and Homer streets private
thoroughfares from Brooklyn to the
levee, a section that will be constructed
as part of the development. While the
streets will be privately maintained,
they will be open to the public. The
other request was to increase the height
to 120 feet in Phase I. The buildings
facing Brooklyn will be three stories,
with increased height as the buildings
get closer to the levee.

Two-Day RiverFest™
Doubles the Fun!
Surrounded by the backdrop of the historic Algiers Courthouse
on one side and the Mississippi River on the other, people came
from across the country and across the city to the fourth annual
Old Algiers RiverFest™ on April 5-6. Surveys indicated that
people from five foreign countries also attended the event.

Germaine Bazzle

According to the surveys, people loved the music, the food and
the arts and crafts, and most said they would definitely come
back again. Surveys and credit card receipts show that people
from Japan, India, Great Britain, Germany, Tennessee, New
York, California, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina and a
half-dozen other states attended the festival. Certainly as
important is that people from all over Metropolitan New
Orleans came to the festival, and it was the first time they had
been to the community.
Attendees also gave the music,
food, crafts and ambience high
marks, and the ferry was a
favorite mode of transportation,
as evidenced by the people
streaming into the festival site
from that direction.

The City Planning Commission’s
public hearing ended with a deferral of
a decision so that the developers can
iron out issues with the neighborhood.
Mr. Ambrosio agreed to meet monthly
with the community to keep the public
apprised of the progress on the
development.

Several positive comments
were made from “It’s great,”
and “It’s a lot of fun” to “It
George French
brings the community
together.” Some, however, saw
room for improvement: free beer and free water were often cited, along
with the need to charge for the program.

The project was given a green light at
the end of 2006 when it was rezoned
from Light Industrial to C-2, which
allows for general commercial use and
unlimited height.
At the March meeting, Mr. Ambrosio
said that test piles would be driven
after the river crested in mid-April.
There has been no activity to date.
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Shea Mayfield

“Jazz Notes” School Program,
Musicians Still Available
If you’re a teacher who hasn’t had time to implement
the Jazz Notes educational program, there is still time
to complete the lesson plan and request a musician to
visit your school, provided through grants from the
Musicians’ Clinic, Renew Our Music and Capital One.
The self-guided plan for grades one-12 and activities are
available on the Website www.oldalgiersmainstreet.com, and
you can call 362-8813 to schedule a musician. All schools are
eligible to participate.

(Editor’s note: While free beer and water aren’t likely, charging for the
program may be considered.)

RiverFest Posters On
Sale at Frames, Inc.

Confetti Kids
Sets Fund Raiser

If you missed the opportunity to purchase
the 2008 RiverFest™ poster, there are still a
few of the signed and numbered and the
unsigned editions remaining at Frames Inc.,
3439 Kabel Drive. All of the remarqued
editions were sold at the festival.

On May 31, Confetti Kids will
host Spring for Swings Art Sale
and Silent Auction, a benefit for
the organization that supports
Delcazal and Confetti Fence
parks. For ticket information,
visit www.confettikids.org.

Prices are $75 for signed and numbered and
$40 for unsigned.

President’s Column
By Valerie Robinson
It seems there is always something going on
at Old Algiers Main Street Corporation. We
just finished RiverFest ™, and we are already
planning for 2009. Plus, we recently held a
Clean Up and are planning our Annual
Meeting for December. In between, we will be
finalizing the plans for the Arts and Culture
District along Newton and Teche streets and
working with Newton Street merchants for a
fall promotion.
Speaking of RiverFest™, our first two-day
festival was a huge success. Despite the gray
skies and mud puddles on the first day, people
came out and enjoyed the music, food, arts
and crafts. And the kids had a blast painting
the 60-foot mural, which will be used for the
stage skirt at next year’s RiverFest™.
Thanks to Sponsors, Volunteers
Our sponsorship grew this year, with some
new relationships that we hope will continue
in the future. For the first time, RiverFest™
received funds from Renew Our Music, the
Musicians’ Clinic, Capital One, Westbank
Redevelopment Corporation, Rozas-Ward
Architects, SRSA Real Estate, Village Aurora
and New Orleans Jazz & Heritage
Foundation. We also welcomed back
sponsorship from Frames, Inc., the Louisiana
Office of Culture, Recreation and Tourism and
Harrah’s, as well as Councilmember James
Carter, Sen. David Heitmeier, Fair Grounds
Race Course, Whitney Bank, Fifth District
Savings and Loan, Gambit Weekly and Abita
Beer.
And the volunteers were amazing! From the
core committee that includes Carol Carter,
Stephen Engro, David Giglio, Kate
Gegenheimer, Jessica Hack, Karri Maggio,
Beryl Ragas, Jerry Robinson and Paul
Schmollinger, to those who worked on various
parts to all who gave of their time on site, we
had a great response to our call for volunteers,
including the entire football team from O.
Perry Walker High School, who brought their
enthusiastic spirits and strong muscles to help
out. And a big shout out goes to Gerald
Duhon for his great photography of the event!
Thanks to everyone who came out to hear the
music and celebrate the jazz history and
diverse culture of Old Algiers. RiverFest™ is
a building block that will help us provide a
unique identity to Old Algiers, which was
home to many early jazz musicians and R&B
musicians in the middle of the 20th century.
Today, we can still boast about the music -some of the greatest blues, rock, jazz and funk
musicians around live in Old Algiers!
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Undoing Racism
In March, I was lucky enough to attend the
Undoing Racism workshop sponsored by
Common Ground Health Clinic and the
Algiers Community Collective, and facilitated
by The People’s Institute for Survival and
Beyond. Although I was only able to attend
the workshop at the Craige Cultural Center for
one full day, I found it inspiring that a room
full of diverse people – colors, ages,
ethnicities, cultures and interests – came
together to explore the causes, effects and,
most important, the solutions to the problem
of racism in America.
Through a series of presentations and
discussions, we learned that racism is one of
the primary barriers to having good schools,
healthcare, transportation, housing and
equitable redevelopment in our communities.
There is a definite need to “undo” it for the
good of everyone.
Another workshop is scheduled for June 2022. Space is limited, so if you are interested in
attending, call 717-7329 to reserve a spot.
Living in the Reel World
The movie business has been good in New
Orleans so far in 2008, and Old Algiers has
had its share of cameras, movie sets and giant
trucks blocking the streets! As I write this,
there are three movies shooting in the area
“Patriots,” “Chess” and “TL3.” Earlier there
was “Robosapien” and “Twelve Rounds.” Still
to come are several others, including the Jim
Carrey/Ewan McGregor film “I Love You
Philip Morris,” which will include some shots
at Trinity Lutheran Church and four nights of
shooting a high-speed, car-rolling chase along
Mardi Gras Boulevard. On June 1, and June
20-22, Mardi Gras Boulevard will be closed
in both directions from Nunez Street to L.B.
Landry Avenue as they film the scenes. Be on
the look-out for a yellow Corvette going so
fast it blows the tires – they have three cars
ready just in case they ruin a couple before
they get the shot they want!
Blighted Property
If you are like I am, you are disturbed by the
appearance of blight in our neighborhoods –
structures literally falling down. For years, I
have driven around the neighborhoods of Old
Algiers with a pencil and pad next to me to
document the properties that are in need of
help. The problem is that identification isn’t
enough. Unless you know who owns it –
usually someone out of town – you can’t
really make any progress in getting anything
done, and reporting it hasn’t produced any

results either.
In a presentation on April 20, NORA (New
Orleans Redevelopment Authority) explained
its new programs, which are supposed to go
into effect on May 15.
Of course, the biggest problem is code
enforcement, which is not under NORA’s
control. While we were told that it has been
beefed up in the 17 recovery zones, Old
Algiers residents wait for an inspector to
investigate complaints made a year and a half
ago. Still, NORA has provided some tools that
will help us track the properties through the
system. There is a Web site
www.noraworks.com that will lead you
through each neighborhood’s blighted and
adjudicated properties. In Old Algiers, we
have approximately 170 such properties, and
who knows how many that are in disrepair but
have not been through the process.
Sadly, most of the blight is not a result of
Hurricane Katrina; the neighborhood didn’t
look much different before the storm. With so
many people without affordable homes, it’s
outrageous that the City of New Orleans has
not provided a plan for fixing up properties in
a high-and-dry neighborhood to house those
who want to come home.
Ferry Gets Funded
No need to worry that the hours on the
Algiers/Canal Street Ferry will be cut back
any time soon. According to Fay Faron,
founder of Friends of the Ferry, LA-DOTD
has funded the 9 p.m. to midnight hours
again. Further, Ms. Faron says that the newlyappointed DOTD secretary wants to improve
ferry service in the future.

James Carter, center, is shown with Christophe
Szapary and Gregg Soll during a break at the
Old Algiers Main Street Corporation clean-up
along Mardi Gras Boulevard recently. Another
clean up is planned for the fall.
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RiverFest™ 2008

To advertise in
Main Street News, call 362-8813.

All RiverFest™
photos by
Gerald Duhon

Serving up soul.

Clockwise from left: Performers
Dr. Michael White, Mohawk Hunter,
Irvin Mayfield, Kirk Joseph.

Walk of Fame to Be “Jazzed Up”

Courtney Kattengell
504-214-9830 cell
ckattengell@cox.net

As part of its interpretive/educational mission, the National Park Service will invest
$23,000 in upgrading the Jazz Walk of Fame on the Algiers Levee. They will replace
the missing and damaged signs containing musicians’ names on about 60 posts. An
iPod/cell phone downloadable audio tour will be substituted for the original push-button on each post. According to John Quirk, superintendent of the New Orleans Jazz
National Historical Park, the rich jazz history of Algiers will be told with park ranger
narration interspersed with clips of each musician’s sound. The download will be
available through the NPS Web site at www.nps.gov, and at the visitor center in the
French Quarter. A descriptive brochure will be available throughout the community.
The NPS is working in concert with the West Jefferson Levee District, which will
handle the electrical work on the lamps and general restoration.
The New Orleans Jazz National Historical Park was awarded the funds for the project
through the Lower Mississippi Delta Initiative. The work is expected to be complete
by the end of 2008.
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Clockwise from top left: Jason Marsalis,
Wanda Rouzan, Little Dave and Big Dave,
Ruddley Thibodeaux, kid’s art mural

Join the OAMSC Team!

With your support, OAMSC can continue to offer programs that benefit
the businesses and communities of Old Algiers.

For as little as $20 a year become a member today and join us as we revitalize Old Algiers, New Orleans’ Best Kept Secret!
Member Benefits:

• Programs and services to enhance business and the community

• Quarterly newsletter with useful info and articles of interest to the community

• Access to resources that help you enhance the business climate in your
neighborhood
• Invitations to special events and annual membership meeting

• A voice to participate in the decisions that affect all of Old Algiers
Send this form with your check to:
OAMSC, P.O. Box 740181, NOLA 70174

3201 Gen. DeGaulle Dr., Suite 100, N.O., LA 70114

Realtor office: 504-361-8055
E-mail: marstam64@aol.com

For all your Real Estate needs,
including rentals.

Home • Auto
Business • Flood

PAT LEBOEUF INSURANCE, INC.
Service for over 119 years

601 Seguin St.
New Orleans, LA 70114

(504) 361-4600
Fax (504) 348-9700

Name______________________________________________________________

JOSEPH J. LORIO, JR., CPA

Phone_____________________________________________________________

Income Tax Preparation - Individual and Business
Accounting Services
Payroll Tax Returns
Sales Tax Returns
Complete Business Services

Address____________________________________________________________
E-mail_____________________________________________________________
Enclosed:

$20

$30 (business)

$50

* Business membership of $100 includes ad for one year.
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Maria Stambaugh
Cell 504-481-0935

$100*

Other______

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Phone: 504-367-0698

Fax 504-368-8765
Email: Joeycpa@aol.com
622 Seguin Street, New Orleans, La 70114

&

FAC E S
P LACES IN OLD ALG I E R S
Editor’s Note: This is a series of stories about businesses along/near the Newton Corridor. If you
would like to be featured, please call 362-8813 or email info@oldalgiersmainstreet.com.

Mission Statement
To bring about the revitalization of
Old Algiers’ commercial properties and corridors
through the activities of historic preservation,
commercial property/corridor rehabilitation
and stabilization;

Stevenson’s Academy
of Hair Design
401 Opelousas Avenue

To serve as a coordinating resource
for new and existing businesses;
To serve the community in encouraging
and coordinating maintenance and
improvements in commercial properties,
public space and infrastructure.

Board of Directors
Valerie Robinson, President
Beryl Ragas, Vice President
Karri Maggio, Secretary
Stephen Engro, Treasurer

At-Large Members
Jim Amdal
Myles Cooper
Alex Selico Dunn
Jessica Hack
Paul Schmollinger
Jill Marshall
Joyce Reed Mayfield
Gregg Soll
Christophe Szapary
The Old Algiers Main Street Corporation
Post Office Box 740181
New Orleans, LA 70174-0181
Phone (504) 362-8813
www.oldalgiersmainstreet.com

Important Phone Numbers
Mayor’s Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .658-4900
City Council District C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .658-1030
Safety and Permits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .658-7100
Fire Department . . . . . . . . . . . .911 for emergencies

James R. and Josulyn Williams are in the beauty business. As the co-owners of Stevenson’s
Academy of Hair Design, they have helped educate a couple of generations of men and women
with careers in the hair and skin care industry. Stevenson’s Academy was established by Josulyn’s
mother in 1973, and both James and Josulyn were cosmetologists there.
The large imposing building on the corner of Opelousas and Teche streets, where the facility has
been located since 1985, is bustling during the day when students are learning their trade and
perfecting the skills that will land them a job when they complete the coursework, which is
typically one year.
More than 10,000 students have graduated from Stevenson’s Academy over the years, and Mr.
and Mrs. Williams are proud that many have gone on to operate their own schools, own chain
salons and even entered the entertainment industry. Others have sat on state and national boards
or have become international platform artists, in which they travel with companies teaching
consumers about the products they represent.
“This is career training,” Mr. Williams says. “We teach the students about hair styling and skin
care, but we also teach them about business and about life.”
There is a reward system for leaders with integrity, and there is opportunity for those who do
well, he says. His business philosophy is “God first, family second, then business equals
success,” and he tries to instill that philosophy in the
students.
And they are boosters of Old Algiers. Mr. Williams says
he would like to see better schools, libraries and streets,
and a plan to attract businesses that prosper and serve
families and senior citizens in Old Algiers. Old Algiers
Main Street Corporation hopes to help toward those goals.

other calls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .483-2550
Police Department . . . . . . . . . . .911 for emergencies
other calls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .821-2222
Fifth District Assessor’s Office . . . . . . . . .368-7642
Parks & Parkways . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .286-2100
Clerk of Second City Court . . . . . . . . . . . .368-4245
Constable of Second City Court . . . . . . . . .368-1101
Judge of Second City Court . . . . . . . . . . . .368-4099
Registrar of Voters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .368-4516
Algiers Charter Schools Association . . . . .393-0926
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Old Algiers Main Street Corporation Board of
Directors Meeting Minutes - F e b r u a ry 16, 2008
Location: 914 Brooklyn Street (PHAC House)
Attendees: Myles Cooper, Karri Maggio, Beryl Ragas, Valerie
Robinson, Paul Schmollinger
Minutes by: Karri Maggio
A brief Board Meeting was held to review and approve the 2008
Budget.
Valerie distributed copies of the budget. She stated that the most
fluctuation was due to projections of the Riverfest revenue and
expenses.
Paul made a motion to approve the 2008 Budget. Myles seconded the
motion. The 2008 Budget was approved.
The meeting was adjourned.

Old Algiers Main Street Corporation Board of
Directors Meeting Minutes - M a rch 4, 2008
Location: 517 Newton Street
Attendees: Jim Amdal, Myles Cooper, Alex Dunn, Stephen Engro,
Jessica Hack, Karri Maggio, Joyce Mayfield, Beryl Ragas, Valerie
Robinson, Paul Schmollinger, Gregg Soll, Colleen Stephens
Minutes by: Karri Maggio
The meeting was called to order by Valerie Robinson.
Approval of January and February Minutes:
Karri Maggio distributed copies of meeting minutes for both January
and February board meetings. Valerie recommended that the February
minutes be amended to include the 2008 budget amount of $97,050,
and include additional attendees of the meeting, Christophe Szapary,
Gregg Soll, and Joyce Mayfield.
Alex Dunn made a motion to accept the January Meeting Minutes,
seconded by Jim Amdal. January Meeting Minutes were approved.
Jessica Hack made a motion to accept February Meeting Minutes as
amended, seconded by Myles Cooper. February Meeting Minutes
were approved.
Treasurer’s Report :
Treasurer’s Report was presented. Beryl Ragas made a motion to
accept the Tr e a s u r e r’s Report, seconded by Jim Amdal. Treasurer’s
Report was approved.
President’s Report :
A rts & Cultural Overlay District – Valerie stated that she met with
Nadiene in Councilman Carter’s office. Councilman Carter has no

objections to having a public meeting regarding the A&C Overlay
district, and a goal was made to have this public meeting before
Riverfest.
R i v e rview Neighborhood Planning Update – Planning efforts were
completed the end of February. Final plans, however, have not been
submitted to the Neighborhood or distributed to the public. Valerie
stated that the outcome of the sessions appears to be that the
Riverview neighborhood should be supplemented with quality,
a ffordable housing within the next two years, and the overall plan, if
implemented, would be a positive contribution to the neighborhood.
Pre s e rving Historic Algiers Trust Update – The open house event was
well attended. Beryl reported that equipment is on the condo site, and
it appears that some type of testing is underway. There is no firm
project update, but Councilman Carter’s office has been informed that
there will be multiple phases of the project.
Pride of Algiers / State Money Update – Valerie stated that OAMSC
should receive the check in 2-3 weeks. $22,500 has been set aside for
plumbing repairs to the Pride of Algiers building. The $75,000 for
playground improvements will most likely be released first, then the
remainder of the funds to follow.
Riverfest – Valerie reported that fundraising goals have been
exceeded. Stephen Engro distributed copies of the Riverfest 2008
Sponsorship Report, indicating $38,000 in funds currently received
and/or pledged. The sponsorship goal for 2008 is $32,500. The goal
has been exceeded by $5,500. Alex Dunn commented that he would
follow up with Dryades Savings Bank, AT&T and possibly Hamps to
see if he can obtain additional funds. Valerie added that she would
send Alex a copy of the sponsorship packet, including information
about different sponsorship levels. Beryl stated that Hamps has not
returned her calls. Alex added that he would work to get additional
volunteers for the event, as well as help coordinate getting permission
from Entergy to use the adjacent parking lot for entertainer’s parking.
Valerie stated that participants and locations have been confirmed for
the Symposium. Jim Amdal will coordinate the forum and walking
tour, as well as pull together talking points for the participants. Valerie
stated that a Riverfest committee meeting will be held in the morning,
8:30 am, at Tout de Suite.
Village A u rora:
A conditional use application has been applied for, requiring review
and consideration by the Board. Valerie to email additional
information regarding the application to each Board Member.
Board Retre a t :
The Board Retreat held February 16th was discussed. Alex

commented that the retreat was a great idea and that it added value to
the organization. Board members that volunteered to start new
committees and sub committees are encouraged to immediately take
the next steps towards implementing goals from the Retreat.
Staff Report – Colleen Stephens:
Colleen distributed flyers for “Hike for KaTREEna”, a tree planting
and adoption program for Greater New Orleans. Colleen is working
with Myles to complete the form for OAMSC. Although neither tree
location nor species is guaranteed by the program, it was agreed that
OAMSC should propose all of Newton Street to be planted with
Crepe Myrtles.
Committee Reports:
Membership - Colleen stated that there were two new memberships
and 7 renewals in the past month.
Economic Development – Gregg Soll reported that a Post-Riverfest
neighborhood cleanup is scheduled for April 12th. Gregg has been in
contact with the sanitation department regarding pickup of trash after
the clean up.
Design – The Board discussed the trim color which was recently
painted on the 517 Newton Street building. The design committee was
not consulted prior to the paint work. Jessica Hack stated that neither
Brian Washington nor Malcolm Tucker had come to her for funds.
These projects are not complete. Myles informed the Board that the
gutting of the Newton Street property in the block between Wagner
and Sumner Streets is being performed by Acorn, and that the debris
will be picked up in the next few weeks.
Promotion – Valerie informed the Board that the primary focus of
promotion is Riverfest. There will be coverage of the festival in the
Lagniappe, Fairs and Festivals Guide, and a spot on WWL, as well as
many other media sources still in the works. Valerie and David Giglio
have been working on a printed Program for the event as well. The
program will be distributed to tourist kiosks and other public places
prior to the event as well as available at the festival.
New Business
Alex Dunn informed the Board that he has attended two meetings
regarding the Federal City project, and is very concerned over the
uncertainty of the development, and how it will affect the Community.
Alex volunteered to represent OAMSC in future meeting regarding
Federal City. Valerie emphasized the need for City Planning
Commission review for public spaces related to the development.
Beryl made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Myles seconded. The
meeting was adjourned.

