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2014 Board Installed
At its annual meeting, Old Algiers Main
Street Corporation gathered to vote
for the 2014 board and hear about the
accomplishments in 2013 and goals for 201.
The executive board included re-elected
members Valerie Robinson, president; Beryl
Ragas, vice president and James Henderson,
treasurer. Karri Maggio was elected as
secretary. Henderson has since resigned
from the board, leaving an opening for
treasurer.
Also elected to serve on the board are
returning members Donald Butler, Dalton
Courson, Alex Selico Dunn, Joyce Reed
Mayfield, Orlandez Pierre and Paul
Shmollinger. New members include
Linetta Gilbert, JoAnn Minor and Baakir
Tyehimba.

Old Algiers Harvest
Fresh Market to
Re-Open March 8
Due to the
cold weather
and a shortage
of produce
vendors, the
Old Algiers
Harvest
Fresh Market
discontinued its Friday market. The market
will re-open on Saturday, March 8, at the
same location, 922 Teche Street and will be
open from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Old Algiers Main Street Corporation
and Common Ground Health Clinic
spearheaded the drive to start the market in
June 2013, and Common Ground manages
the operations.
In addition to produce and prepared foods,
the new market will include arts and crafts,
along with music by local school groups.
The new Saturday hours are designed to
make the market accessible to those who
work outside the home.

OAMSC Hosts Successful
Block Walk
On January 25, Old Algiers Main Street
Corporation, in cooperation with the
Neighborhood Partnership Network,
hosted elected officials, candidates and
area residents and business owners for the
first Neighborhood Block Walk to focus
attention on a few specific areas that are
in need of redevelopment.

Councilmembers Stacy Head and Cynthia Hedge-

About 40 attendees walked the four
Morrell talk with Beryl Ragas at Block Walk.
blocks along Newton Street from Teche
to Verret, where multiple underused buildings, blighted structures and empty lots
stand. People discussed the potential opportunities for these properties, along
with the challenges the community faces in redevelopment.
OAMSC will host at least two more Block Walks in 2014 and is asking for input
regarding what 4-5 block area could be highlighted. The areas should be in a
primarily commercial area in Old Algiers.

Paths to Progress to Impact Traffic on Newton
From March through June, the Louisiana Department of Transportation and
Development will conduct street repairs on Newton Street, from L.B. Landry/
Whitney to Teche Street, as part of the Paths to Progress program. This segment
is part of a $2.5 million project on three streets in Algiers that includes resurfacing
with asphalt, pavement patching, repairing curbs and installing ADA-compliant
accessible ramps.
Old Algiers Main Street Corporation worked with state and local officials to
include additional upgrades, including bike lanes, and streetscape improvements
from L.B. Landry to Behrman, which, according to DoTD representatives, will
begin in August. The organization is also working to have the 300 block of Newton
(Teche to Brooklyn) included in the paving project.

New Rain Garden Installed by NORA
On a small, oddly-shaped lot on Nunez Street,
New Orleans Redevelopment Authority has
created an urban oasis.
The 4,700-square-foot lot was not suitable for a
building, so a small park enhances the aesthetics
and provides for better storm drainage. The
landscape design features 475 Louisiana irises,
12 bald cypress trees, nine red maple trees, and
three star magnolia trees.
According to NORA, a ribbon-cutting ceremony will be held in early spring.

President’s Corner
By Valerie Robinson

Old Algiers Depends on Ferry

During Mardi Gras
parades, the ferry
becomes essential
transportation. People
from throughout the
region drive in and
park in Old Algiers,
then take the ferry to the Canal Street and French Quarter
festivities. Old Algiers businesses – bars, bed and breakfast
establishments, restaurants, shops – depend on the traffic it
generates in the neighborhood.
While Veolia Transportation is now operating the ferry and
collecting a $2 fare, they have not committed to the previous
schedule of 6 a.m. to midnight. The current schedule doesn’t
accommodate many hospitality workers’ schedules.
As residents, we must continue to be vocal about the needs
of the community. The ferry is a vital link – literally and
figuratively -- to economic growth in Old Algiers. It affects
everyone – riders and non-riders, homeowners and business
owners and venues on both sides of the river -- so tell your
state and local elected officials they need to make ferry
service a priority. This is public transportation, and it needs
to be publically funded, not operated on the backs of those
who can afford it the least.

back from a private owner to the New Orleans
Redevelopment Authority, which has resources for getting
them back in commerce. A Request for Proposals will be
issued soon for developers to purchase the properties for
redevelopment. This is a positive sign for the community,
and we can thank out-going District C Councilmember
Kristin Gisleson Palmer and her staff for facilitating the
deal.
NORA has helped revitalize neighborhoods all over New
Orleans, so we hope that the plan to bring in small-scale
developers will bear fruit in Algiers Riverview. Tax credits
are available for some of the properties, which is an added
incentive for development. Once NORA releases the
properties that will be included, you may visit our Web site
www.oldalgiersmainstreet.org for the list.

Vote on March 15

It hardly seems like four years since we voted in the city
election, but here we are again. Mayor Mitch Landrieu and.
Councilmember-at-Large Stacy Head were re-elected in the
primary.
Regardless of which candidates you support, just make sure
you vote on March 15, or enjoy Early Voting at the historic
Algiers Courthouse. Polls will be open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.
on Election Day.

NORA Helping in Blight Fight

Most of us consider ourselves lucky not to have suffered
the devastation of most of the rest of New Orleans when
the levee failed following Katrina. Yet, while the rest of the
city has largely recovered, many Old Algiers properties are
still blighted, or have been demolished, both legally and
illegally. Even without a major disaster, the area still suffers
from the “jack-o-lantern” effect due to so many vacant lots
or abandoned properties, where homes and neighborhood
businesses once stood.
During 2013, several of those properties were transferred
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Business Spotlight
800 Belleville Street
504.710.7398 or 504.304.9612
www.facebook.com/BlackStarCaffe
Hours: Tuesday-Friday 3 p.m.-8 p.m.,
Saturday 1 p.m.-7 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Kiera’s Learn and Play
Wins Lighting Contest
Kiera’s Learn and Play on Teche Street was the first place winner in the
third annual Bright Lights in Old Algiers contest, which is designed
to engage business owners in lighting and decorating their buildings
during the holidays.

Black Star Caffe
Moves to Old Algiers
Black Star Caffe is what can easily be described as a
“hidden gem.” The shop, fairly new to the Old Algiers
community, is at the corner of Slidell and Belleville
streets.
Owner Baakir Tyehimba has created a relaxed vibe
in the place, which offers a variety of sandwiches,
bean pies, wholesome smoothie-style drinks and fresh
buttermilk drops (delivered daily) along with many
coffee drinks. On Sundays, Black Star serves a vegan
brunch, and holds an “open mic” evening session
called Live Liberation Lounge.
Tyehimba said he was never a coffee drinker until he
opened the shop.
“I have no special training, just a wealth of experiences
and desires to have beautiful, loving spaces to enjoy
good company,” said Tyehimba.
Black Star was formerly on General Meyer Avenue,
but moved to the Old Algiers area because Tyehimba
wanted to become a part of a community that was
“responsible for nurturing and developing who I am.”
He has big plans for the area, including a monthly art
gallery and an outdoor edible landscape and play area.
He wants to see development of a cultural marketplace
that resembles portions of Magazine Street.
Tyehimba says he wants to be an example so that other
community sensitive businesses will become attracted
to the area.
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The second place winner was Nola Potter, and third place went
to Crescent Towing. A total of 13 businesses signed up for the
competition.

RTA/Veolia Takes Over
Ferry Operations
The good news is that ferry service will continue between Old Algiers
and Canal Street; however, it comes at a price. A $2 per person price.
The new fares are part of an agreement between Louisiana Department
of Transportation and Development and Veolia Transportation to
operate the Algiers-Canal Street and the Chalmette Ferry service.
Although the Veolia-operated service was originally set to begin
October 1, 2013, it was postponed until February 16.
As of February 23, everyone on the pedestrian-only Algiers ferry is
required to pay $2 each way. Veolia officials indicated that in order to
return the full schedule, ridership will need to improve.
Visit www.friendsoftheferry.org for more information and to take a
survey. For updates, visit www.norta.com.
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Like Us

Join the OAMSC Team!

With your support, OAMSC can continue to offer programs that
benefit the businesses and communities of Old Algiers. For as little
as $25 a year become a member today and join us as we revitalize
Old Algiers!
Member Benefits:
• Programs and services to enhance business and the community
• Quarterly newsletter with info and articles of interest to the
community
• Access to resources that help you enhance the business climate in
your neighborhood
• Invitations to special events and annual membership meeting
• A voice in the decisions that affect all of Old Algiers
• An opportunity to serve on committees and task forces
Send this form with your check to:
OAMSC, P.O. Box 740181, NOLA 70174
Name____________________________________________
Address__________________________________________

Bike Path Puts People on a Roll

Lots of folks gathered in the fall for the ribbon-cutting ceremony
at the paved bicycle and hiking path atop the Algiers levee. The
event marked completion of the first phase of the path, which
will ultimately connect to the Lower Coast - Chalmette Ferry
landing.

E-mail___________________________________________

Currently, the path connects to the paved section that runs from
the Algiers Ferry landing along the levee to Gretna, allowing
cyclists to take the ferry from the East bank and ride along the
levee and enjoy the view!

Enclosed: $25 individual $35 family $50 business
$100 business with newsletter ad

Algiers Development District managed Phase I and will also
manage the next phase, which is scheduled to begin in 2015.

Phone___________________________________________

