
Community 
Gardens Take Root 
in Old Algiers
It seems that in Old Algiers, community 
gardens are, both literally and figuratively, 
“coming to life.” A decade or so ago, it 
was normal to see people toiling in several 
gardens throughout the area; however, 
people’s energies were needed in other 
areas after Hurricane Katrina.

Recently, a community garden at 615 
Opelousas Street was reinvigorated by 
Maria Etkind and a group of neighbors 
who saw the garden as a sustainable 
and economical opportunity for the 
community to connect and grow produce 
primarily for their own consumption.

Maria said the “first seed was planted” 
about connecting community and 
providing healthy food options after she 
watched a documentary on television in 
February. She called Parkway Partners 
and found that the Opelousas garden 
belongs to Martin Behrman Elementary 
School, but it had not been touched 
in a decade or more. By early spring, 
Maria had learned more about plants 
and spent time learning about how 
community gardens can be successful. 
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Fresh Market Opens  
in Old Algiers

Old Algiers, officially designated as 
a “food desert”, now boasts an oasis 
of fresh produce and other harvested 
and home-grown items at a weekly 
community market. Old Algiers Harvest Fresh Market operates each 
Friday from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 922 Teche Street, at the corner of Newton 
Street.

The market is a joint initiative of Common Ground Health Clinic and 
Old Algiers Main Street Corporation along with other partners including 
Preserving Historic Algiers Community Corporation, Westbank 
Redevelopment Corporation, Algiers Point Association, Algiers Riverview 
Association and Pride of Algiers Masonic Lodge 102. 

According to Common Ground Health Clinic Executive Director Meshawn 
Tarver, the market makes nutritious food available to everyone at reasonable 
prices. The market will accept the Louisiana SNAP card, as well as credit 
cards and cash, and will include hands-on health education sessions with 
qualified staff from CGHC.

Live music performances by local musicians are planned, and local non-
profit organizations will be featured on a rotating basis.

“The market is about more than just fresh food,” said Old Algiers Main Street 
Corporation President Valerie Robinson. “It’s about providing opportunities 
that contribute to the vitality of the area. We see it as place of commerce and 
a place to learn about the rich cultural history of Old Algiers.”

For updates, follow the market on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
AlgiersFreshHarvestMarket or www.oldalgiersharvestfreshmarket.com.
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Community Garden on Opelousas Avenue
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D’uan Hernandez



President’s Corner
By Valerie Robinson

Just a couple of months ago, I would not have believed that a 
fresh market would be coming to Old Algiers – certainly not 
so soon! It is an idea that has been kicked around for years, 
and it looked like it had been kicked away entirely because 
the resources just would not fall into place.

Now we have celebrated the grand opening of the Old Algiers 
Harvest Fresh Market, thanks to a partnership between 
Old Algiers Main Street Corporation and the Common 
Ground Health Clinic. The organizations had similar goals 
– a healthy community (physical and economically),  so 
everything finally came together.

Each Friday, OAMSC and Common Ground will present 
fresh and nutritious foods and teach visitors how to cook 
these items for maximum health benefits. At the same time it 
offers revenue-generating opportunities to local vendors.

The event will be a cultural celebration as well as a place to 
buy foodstuffs.  Culture is also what makes New Orleans 
such a perfect place to interest people in fresh, local foods. 
We have an amazing bounty of wholesome products in 
and around New Orleans…and so many great cooks! After 
a recent trip Italy, where everything is locally sourced, 
I adopted the locavore philosophy as my own mantra. 
Throughout Italy, residents eat the freshest foods prepared 
simply – from seasonal produce to seafood to dairy products, 
bread and cheese.  And they pride themselves on knowing 
what they are eating. (If you like horse meat or rooster feet, 
you can buy them, but they won’t show up as ingredients 
in your fast-food burger!) Buying fresh from the vendor 
guarantees that you will know what you get at the Old 
Algiers Harvest Fresh Market.

Live entertainment by local musicians will help support the 
cultural economy of the area, a primary focus for OAMSC. 
Common Ground Health Clinic staff will be on-hand with 
cooking tips and health information so that people can 
learn what is fresh, how to cook it for the most health benefit 
and how the city’s overall health depends on the health of 

its residents. As the market develops, we hope to add other 
components that include children’s activities, sponsor 
spotlights and arts and crafts.

Thanks to the committee members who have been working 
on this project for six months and to the financial supporters 
including Preserving Historic Algiers Community 
Corporation, Westbank Redevelopment Corporation, Algiers 
Point Association and Algiers Riverview Association.  It’s a 
fresh day in Old Algiers!

Ferry Funds

While no one was surprised that the bridge toll referendum 
didn’t pass in May, the fate of the ferries has been less certain. 
Without legislative action, there would have been no funds 
for the Algiers-Canal Street ferry, which carries 1 million 
passengers per year who primarily are commuting for work.

Thanks to some stalwart supporters, such as Fay Faron and 
the Friends of the Ferry, funding has been found (that’s a 
tongue twister)! It is also thanks to the leadership of Sen. 
David Heitmeier, who sponsored legislation that will provide 
the funds, and to Rep. Jeff Arnold.  Every cause needs its 
champions, and they carried the day so the ferries can 
continue to carry residents and visitors across the Mississippi 
River!

Creative Communities

It has been a really great experience working with the 
Creative Communities Initiative over the past several 
months. Old Algiers Main Street Corporation was one of 
only 10 organizations in the state selected to participate, and 
our “coach” Liz Williams has been super supportive and 
helped us think about how to best utilize existing resources 
– and how to attract more – through this place-making 
process.

I hope you will join us later in the summer, when we 
present our draft report.  Look for an invitation to a public 
meeting to discuss it, and perhaps join us as we develop our 
commercial corridors and create an inviting place for the 
creative community to work, live and invest.

Opelousas Point Super Market 
601 Opelousas Avenue   •  (504) 366-5839
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Algiers-Canal Street Ferry Service Get Stable Funding
With Senate Bill 215, sponsored by Sen. David Heitmeier, the Louisiana Legislature has ensured that the Algiers-Canal Street Ferry 
service will continue beyond the end of the month.

The bill establishes a ferry system with its own dedicated accounts, funded with $4 million 
a year from the Department of Transportation and Development and $800,000 a year from 
motor vehicle tag fees for trucks and trailers in New Orleans. It calls for a local public agency 
(most likely Regional Transit Authority) to take over the operation of the ferries and set the 
fare structure.

She invited neighbors, and before long 
there was a lush garden with a variety 
of plants including citrus, rosebushes, 
herbs, produce and a colorful array of 
ornamental plants and flowers. 

Donations of soil, plants, tools and funds 
-- which help support the plots for the 
nearby Behrman Elementary School and 
the International School – soon came. 
Behrman supplies water and a trash 
receptacle.

After a month-and-a-half of clean 
up, all 13 plots were adopted by 10 
families, and many have been outfitted 
as neatly bordered raised beds. Several 
have trellises for beans, cucumbers 
and squash. Now, there are flowers, 
vegetables, fruit, herbs and more 
overflowing the plots. 

“When I started this journey, I didn’t 
know where it would take me,” Maria 
said. “I now know that you are part 
of a community, and, if you don’t like 
something, it’s your job to make time to 
change your life, your community and 
your environment.”

To learn more about the Behrman 
Community Garden visit Facebook: 
Algiers Behrman Community Garden.

Common Ground Urban Garden
Common Ground Health Clinic, an 
outgrowth of the Common Ground 
Relief program that was one of the first 
community-based responders after 
Hurricane Katrina, has been based in 
Old Algiers since its inception. Literally 
bursting at the seams, it had developed 
many new programs, but none more 
important than its foray into farming as 
a way to promote community health.

The clinic will connect patients to 
the farmers’ market through produce 
prescriptions that providers will write 
to promote fresh fruits and vegetables 
as part of overall wellness, said CGHC 
Executive Director Meshawn Tarver. The 
seasonal produce CGHC will grow and 
sell at the market will address the high 
blood pressure and diabetes needs of the 
community.

Peteh Haroon is the Garden Project 
Coordinator, and he brings real 
experience to the job. He started a 
university level gardening program at 
Arkansas State University and taught 
agriculture to high school students 
through the city’s JOB 1 program. Peteh 
has also worked or volunteered with 
New Orleans Food And Farm Network, 
Nola Green Roots, EcoUrban, Backyard 
Gardeners Network, Parkway Partners 
and Tekrema Center.

Along with caring for the garden, he 
plans and coordinates garden outreach 
programs for youth and works with other 
citywide and national organizations to 
further the mission of CGHC’s gardening 
project: providing a learning space for 
the community and natural colors and 
textures necessary for proper brain 

development in children, as well as 
providing fresh produce to residents and 
herbs for the clinic’s herbal medicine 
program. 

Peteh is also an award-winning poet, so 
look for a poem about the urban garden 
soon!

Teche Community Garden
For many years, the Teche Community 
Garden at 813 Teche Street operated 
under the leadership of Lanette 
Williams, who recently passed away. 
According to Tony Lee, this space at the 
corner of Slidell Street provides people 
with the opportunity to “grow their own 
healthy food, save on grocery costs, and 
become part of the growing community.

Community gardens are supported 
by Parkway Partners. Visit www.
parkwaypartnersnola.org or contact Lee 
at 504-319-7386 or sunikat53@gmail.com

To start a community garden or to secure 
a plot in a garden near you, call (504) 620-
2224. A horticulturist will contact you 
to tell you of availability. You may also 
email info@ParkwayPartnersNOLA.org to 
receive regular newsletters.
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Teche Street Community Garden



Creative Communities Initiative 
Coming to a Close
Old Algiers has always been home to a variety of culture bearers, and 
with the help of the State of Louisiana’s Creative Communities Initiative, 
Old Algiers Main Street Corporation hopes to continue and expand 
these cultural resources. The group of 12 people representing diverse 
constituencies has met over the past few months to construct a vision for 
the community and at least one project that could serve as a springboard 
for additional expansion of the cultural economy. 

The draft report will be completed by the end of July, when a community 
meeting will be held to present the report. The final report must be 
submitted to the state by September 1.

 Creative Communities is a program of the Office of Culture, Recreation 
and Tourism that joins a diverse pool of leaders, artists and elected 
officials to work on a set of creative place-making goals. Old Algiers is 
one of only ten Louisiana communities selected for the program; it is the 
only one in New Orleans. Goals include attracting more artists, making 
the area more welcoming for the arts, promoting cultural tourism, 
creating vibrant cultural districts and taking advantage of the growing 
creative economy.

Transportation Improvements 
Planned for Newton Street
Studies, reports and data have concluded that Newton Street is a major 
thoroughfare that is in need of some enhancements. With Federal City 
at one end and Mardi Gras World (and perhaps riverfront development) 
at the other, it’s a corridor that should have a more defined entry and a 
more attractive appearance.

Under a current Paths to Progress program, Newton Street will get 
an upgrade, from Federal City to Teche Street , that will include new 
pavement and striping and bicycle lane markings, In the area from 
Federal City to Whitney, there will be curb and sidewalk improvement 
and ADA-compliant crosswalks as well as tree wells. Thanks to a grant 
from Councilmember Kristin Gisleson Palmer’s Harrah’s fund to Hike 
For KaTREEna, trees will be planted along the four block area.

The public is invited to attend a briefing meeting about the construction 
on June 27 at Calliope Puppets, 623 Vallette Street. 

P-HACC Seeking Projects
Preserving Historic Algiers Community Corporation, the community 
benefit corporation established in 2007 when Algiers Crossing was in its 
preliminary development phase on the Old Algiers riverfront, is seeking 
501c3 non-profit organizations to apply for funding. Awards of up to 
$5000 will be made on a competitive basis during the remainder of 2013. 
Projects must benefit the area from Brooklyn Avenue to Verret Street and 
from Opelousas Avenue to Mardi Gras Boulevard.

Those interested should email robinsonetal@gmail.com to receive an 
application. Additional funds will be available in 2014.

Business Spotlight
Algiers Music Point
327 Verret Street, New Orleans, LA  70114 
www.algiersmusicpoint.com

Music Store Strikes 
Right Chord in 
Neighborhood
Michael Anderson has always had a love for 
music -- whether it was playing in a few bands or 
just listening to the rhythmic sounds. So, he said, 
it was a “no-brainer” when he decided to open a 
music store. After sound-proofing a building that 
previously housed a restaurant and a few other 
changes, Algiers Music Point set up shop.

The shop was opened last year with the goal of 
putting a new look and relaxed atmosphere to 
the typical music store. Located on Verret Street, 
the store offers lessons, along with instrument 
repairs, and rentals. They also trade and sell gear 
and instruments.

“Our vibe is different from other stores. We 
provide a welcoming, laidback atmosphere --and 
besides that, we’re some pretty cool guys,” said 
Mike.

The store also provides personal customer 
service, geat prices ad truly vintage and obscue 
instruments. Algiers Music Point has something 
to offer to beginners as well as seasoned 
professionals. Now that the building has been 
sound-proofed, they can even offer practice 
rooms for bands.

Mike, a West Bank native, says he was attracted 
to the area because of its laid-back atmosphere. 
He said he hopes that Algiers Music Point will 
grow with the neighborhood.

Algiers Music Point gives off relaxed vibe.
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4000 Gen. DeGaulle Drive, New Orleans, LA  70114

504-362-7544

www.FifthDistrict.com

Checking • Savings • Home Loans

Algiers - 400 Gen. DeGaulle Dr. 504-362-7544

Marrerro - 4800 Tenth St. 504-363-6535

Marrero - 2476 Barataria Blvd. 504-363-6552

Westwego - 1317 Westbank Expwy. 504-363-6562

Metairie - 4526 W. Esplanade Ave. 504-889-5330

Mandeville - 4650 Hwy. 22 985-845-1200

www.fifthdistrict.com
Member FDIC

The Blessed Place Pharmacy
"Our Business Is All About Your Health"

 
1501-A Newton Street

New Orleans, Louisiana 70114
Phone: (504) 364-0900 | Fax: (504) 364-0988
We accept Medicaid and most major insurance

Over 25 Years of Experience

200 verret street
new orleans, la  70114

504-362-3737 fax, 504-421-6692 cell
robinsonetal@gmail.com

valerie robinson
504-529-4341

Like Us Old Algiers Main Street 

Cultural Corner
Potter Picks Point for New 
Artisan Gallery
(Editor’s Note: This is an occasional column about people and 
organizations who are part of the cultural landscape of Old Algiers. 
If you would like to be featured, or know someone who may be 
interested, please contact us at info@oldalgiersmainstreet.org.)

Artist and Nola Potter owner Jennifer Blanchard has opened an 
artisan gallery at 240 Pelican Avenue featuring work by more 
than 45 local Louisiana artists and other handcrafted artisan 
products. The artwork includes pottery, painting, photography, 
mixed media, folk art, jewelry, candles, soaps and more.

Many of the featured artists live in Algiers Point: Beatrix Bell, 
C.C. Miranda, Mike Shiavone, Pamela Reed, Liz Allen, Brigette 
Lagarde, and Erin Coatney.

Jennifer said she decided to open the shop in the area because 
she thinks it is a great place to live  and it needs more attractions 
for tourists. 

“There were no shops here before Nola Potter and only one active 
art gallery (Rosetree),” said Jennifer. People come here on the 
ferry from all over the world and don’t know what there is to do 
or see. I hope they make Nola Potter their first stop and that I 
can help to bring them further into the area.”

A native of the Honey Island Swamp on the Pearl River, Jennifer 
has a Masters degree in Earth and Environmental Science and 
is trained as a botanist. She said she is primarily self-trained in 
pottery and that her geology background lends an understanding 
about the chemicals in the materials she uses, and her mineral 
knowledge assists in the ability to mix glasses.

Jennifer takes inspiration from a broad spectrum, which – as you 
would expect -- includes nature, and of course, her beloved New 
Orleans. She describes her work as “earthy, eclectic art.”

Nola Potter features works by 45 artists at 240 Pelican Street near the ferry.
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Join the OAMSC Team!
With your support, OAMSC can continue to offer programs that 
benefit the businesses and communities of Old Algiers. For as little 
as $25 a year become a member today and join us as we revitalize 
Old Algiers! 

Member Benefits:
• Programs and services to enhance business and the community
• Quarterly newsletter with info and articles of interest to the  
   community
• Access to resources that help you enhance the business climate in  
   your neighborhood
• Invitations to special events and annual membership meeting
• A voice in the decisions that affect all of Old Algiers
• An opportunity to serve on committees and task forces
Send this form with your check to:  
OAMSC, P.O. Box 740181, NOLA 70174

Name____________________________________________

Address__________________________________________

Phone___________________________________________

E-mail___________________________________________

Enclosed:   $25 individual     $35 family      $50 business     
     $100 business with newsletter ad

Wednesdays on the 
Point Offers Summer 
Entertainment
Each Wednesday through July 17, the Algiers 
Economic Development Foundation will feature 
local music, food and arts and crafts at its weekly 
“Wednesdays on the Point” series, which began four 
years ago as a way to bring visitors into the area 
during the slow summer months.

The event is held from 5:30 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. at 200 Morgan Street, 
across from the historic 
Algiers Courthouse.  
A special concert will be  
held on Thursday, July 4, prior 
to the annual fireworks display 
over the river.

For a list of weekly performers, 
visit www.algierseconomic.com.

Old Algiers Main Street Corporation 
is dedicated to the revitalization of 
the historically commercial corridors 
of Old Algiers. 
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