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Aaron Jackson Joins in Oamsc Work
Aaron Jackson, Jr. has been named Neighborhood Economic
Development Planner for Old Algiers Main Street Corporation.
In this position, he will help the organization plan and
implement economic development strategies. He will be
visiting the businesses in the Old Algiers area to find out more
about the possibilities for the community.

Food Pantries
Continue in
Old Algiers
With partners, Second Harvest
Food Bank, World Central
Kitchen, and countless volunteers,
District C Councilmember Kristin
Gisleson Palmer has distributed
more than 400,000 pounds of food
and 99,000 individual meals to
New Orleans residents financially
impacted by COVID-19. The
emergency food distribution sites
will continue until further notice.
Weekly Algiers food pantry
(drive-up and walk-up):
Fridays: 9:30 to 11:30 AM
Arthur Monday
Multi-Purpose Center
1111 Newton Street,
New Orleans, LA 70114

Prior to establishing Jackson Solution Services, LLC, Aaron’s
professional path included more than 16 years of experience in various IT positions
within the Department of Justice (DOJ) in Washington, DC. He also was employed by
Delgado Community College as an adjunct professor and IT program manager. In 2019,
Jackson partnered with industry experts and leading telecommunications providers to
launch FiberBlaze, a company to design, build, and operate fiber optic infrastructure
networks providing an open access telecommunications platform
“Creating career opportunities has been a central focus of my business objectives,”
Jackson said. “Driving development to low income and disadvantaged communities has
been a priority and is demonstrated through my efforts to address the digital divide by
working to create access to technology for our community.”
Jackson serves as Chairman of the Algiers Charter School Association, and has served as a
board member of 100 Black Men of America. He lives in Algiers.

Short Videos Promote Old Algiers Businesses
Earlier this summer, OAMSC produced six short videos highlighting businesses in the
Old Algiers community. The videos were distributed on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter
and YouTube. The businesses that participated were Compass Point, Algiers Folk Art
Museum, Tapeh’s Water Ice, Rosetree Glass Gallery and Studio, and Casa Pelican B&B
and cooking school. This project was the result of two small grants from the State Main
Street office and the State Office of Culture, Recreation and Tourism. OAMSC is hoping
to raise additional funds to offer this opportunity to other businesses. See the videos on
Instagram, Facebook, Twitter and You Tube. For more information about the program,
email info@oldalgiersmainstreet.org.

Outdoor Dining Grant Program
The City of New Orleans has an Outdoor Dining grant program to support New Orleans’ restaurant
industry to safely expand their outdoor dining options. The grant application process is now open and will
give $2,000 each to 50 restaurants operating outdoor dining areas in sidewalk café spaces or in off-street
parking lots. The program is in a defined area currently; however by the end of October, it will become
citywide. Visit oldalgiersmainstreet.org for more information and how to apply.

President’s Notes
By Valerie Robinson

What’s New in Old Algiers
“What’s New?” you ask. The whole world is new, or at least it’s different that what most of
us have experienced throughout our lives. Wildfires rage with more intensity than ever,
hurricanes create unprecedented damage to coastal towns and cities, and more than one
million people have died from the COVID-19 pandemic.
I think we are all suffering from COVID fatigue (I know I am). After almost seven months,
most of us are used to wearing our masks and washing our hands, not touching our loved
ones and covering everything in disinfectant. We are afraid of sneezes and even a minor
cough; we call the doctor for all sorts of maladies – real and imagined – although we mostly
find the doctors don’t want us in their offices! We are stuck at home for the most part,
unless we dare to be in places with other people. It’s been a long, hot summer with all the
restrictions; but as fall arrives, there is new hope. Maybe we won’t all get sick. Maybe there
will be a vaccine, maybe we really just need to wash our hands and stop planting kisses on
peoples’ faces.
Although my crystal ball is still a little cloudy, I think I am seeing a glimmer of recovery. As
we have entered Phase 3 (which itself has 3 sub-phases), numbers of new cases remain low.
Most businesses that are open know the road ahead will be hard, but the trend is that people
are patronizing them – if not in the same way, at least in an adaptive way that keeps people
working and customers purchasing.

Now more than ever, our Old Algiers restaurants and retail outlets need
your support. With the holidays coming, think about visiting as many local
shops as possible.
I believe we precipice of some good things in Old Algiers. People – developers, contractors,
potential businesses and residents – are eyeing the things that are positive in our historic
neighborhoods, and they seem willing to work toward mitigation of some of the negatives,
such as blight, employment opportunities and transportation services. OAMSC is working
with city and state agencies and other non-profits so that we can protect and preserve what
makes the community special, while creating a thriving economy in which those who are
already here can share in the benefits.
Over the next 12 months, we will be asking you to join us for Zoom calls, Facebook Live
chats and – hopefully sooner rather than later – face-to-face meetings and discussions. Our
time is now, and we need everyone’s help to move forward.
OAMSC is also seeking advisory board members to assist in this process, which has
been funded by the Kellogg Foundation. Business owners, residents, those in the
creative industries and youth are all welcome. If you are interested, please email info@
oldalgiersmainstreet.org with a sentence or two about yourself and how to contact you. We
expect to select six-ten advisors.
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Election Day Coming

Now, as summer
comes to an
end - with no
festivals, fairs
and the like
forthcoming we have plenty of time to focus
on the November elections.
We all are aware that there
is a Presidential election,
but there are also important
congressional elections and
local races for District Attorney
and various judicial offices.
Exercise your right to vote on
November 3, or take advantage
of mail-in ballots or early
voting. It may be one of the
most important things you do
in 2020.

Business Spotlight:
Custom Furniture Designer Sets Up Shop In Old Algiers
Alex Geriner began creating furniture out of necessity: he needed a
headboard for his first post-college apartment, so he crafted it from a
Katrina-ravaged door and some old tin ceiling tiles. Others liked it, so he
started taking orders and his business grew from there.
Today, Doorman is an online business with customers worldwide who
purchase everything from sculptural canopy beds to barstools, nightstands,
dining tables and more, all created in his shop/ warehouse in Old Algiers.
Doorman operated on River Road on the east bank of New Orleans, but
the business outgrew the space. Realizing he needed more room to craft his
custom heirloom quality furnishings, Geriner purchased an abandoned
warehouse on Brooklyn Avenue in Old Algiers.
Geriner said he bought the building at a government auction in 2019. “It
was an old warehouse that hadn’t been used since before Katrina. The
building needed some love and restoration and took about seven months to
completely overhaul the warehouse and office space to suit our needs,” he
said.
“Algiers is easy to access for my team. I love that we’re in a historic
neighborhood right along the Mississippi River with an incredible view of
downtown,” Geriner said. “My goal is to grow the company further and
expand our shop and production here in Algiers.”
Geriner said he committed to hiring and training employees from the
neighborhoods of Old Algiers when possible. He also hopes to get more
involved in the community once the pandemic is over and plans furniture
showings once things are back to normal.
“It’s the perfect place to grow our business,” he said.

For more information visit www.DoormanDesigns.com,
call 504-408-1616, or email hello@doormandesigns.com
or instagram: DoormanDesigns.

Talking About Housing’ Offers Information
About Home Buying
Thanks to a partnership with Neighborhood Development Foundation, Old Algiers Main
Street Corporation recently hosted a virtual town-hall meeting to address housing issues
and concerns in Old Algiers. The initial forum featured Rosalind Washington, representing
NDF. If you missed it, visit Facebook/Old Algiers Main Street Corporation. Stay tuned
for additional virtual meetings.

P.O. Box 740181
New Orleans, LA 70174
504-362-0708
www.oldalgiersmainstreet.org

Old Algiers Main Street Corporation

Join the OAMSC Team!
With your support, OAMSC can continue to offer programs that benefit
the businesses and communities of Old Algiers. For as little as $25 a year
become a member today and join us as we revitalize Old Algiers!
Member Benefits:
• Programs and services to enhance business and the community
• Quarterly newsletter with articles of interest to the community
• Access to resources that help you enhance the business climate in
your neighborhood
• Invitations to special events & annual membership meeting
• A voice in the decisions that affect all of Old Algiers
• An opportunity to serve on committees and task forces
Send this form with your check to: OAMSC, P.O. Box 74018,
NOLA 70174 or pay online at www.oldalgiersmainstreet.org.
Name 				

		

Address 				

		

Phone 				

		

E-mail 			

			

Enclosed: $25 individual / family

$50 business

$100 business with newsletter ad (4 per year)
Old Algiers Main Street is a 501c3 organization. Membership donations
are tax-deductible to the extent the law provides.

Business Survey
Underway In Algiers
OAMSC is participating in tandem with
Algiers Economic Development Foundation
to gather information about businesses in the
communities in order to determine what the
greatest needs are. An additional survey is
ongoing in Old Algiers as OAMSC is preparing
its online business directory and catalogue,
so please share information when someone
comes by or if you receive it online. The goal
is to have all businesses in the directory;
however, if a business wants to opt out, they
need to inform us of this decision. The goal is
to have it finalized before the holiday season.
There is no cost for participation in the online
directory, thanks to a grant from New Orleans
Redevelopment Authority.

